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The Other Press has been Douglas College’s student 
newspaper since 1976. Since 1978 we have been an 
autonomous publication, independent of the student 
union. We are a registered society under the Society 
Act of British Columbia, governed by an eight-person 
board of directors appointed by  and from our staff. 
Our head office is located in the New Westminster 
campus.  
The Other Press is published weekly during 
the fall and winter semesters, and monthly during 
the summer. We receive our funding from a student 
levy collected through tutition fees every semester at 
registration, and from local and national advertising 
revenue. The Other Press is a member of the Canadian 
University Press (CUP), a syndicate of student 
newspapers that includes papers from all across 
Canada. 
The Other Press reserves the right to choose 
what we will publish, and we will not publish 
material that is hateful, obscene, or condones or 
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edited for clarity and brevity if necessary. All images 
used are copyright to their respective owners. 
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3News.
New rate set to 
compensate for inflation
By Keating Smith, 
Staff Writer
Metro Vancouver public transit users 
will now have to pay more 
to use all forms of public 
transportation, as TransLink 
increased fares by 10 per 
cent on January 1 in order 
to keep up with inflation 
costs. The fare increases 
were approved in 2009 as 
part of TransLink’s Funding 
Stabilization Plan and 
according to officials, the 
increases will not be paying 
for new services but services 
and infrastructure already 
being operated by the 
transportation authority. 
The cost of the new No. 
555 rapid bus line across 
the Port Mann Bridge 
connecting North Langley 
to Braid SkyTrain station, 
current construction on the 
Evergreen Line, and the new 
Compass card/fare gate 
project are not part of the 
fare increase, according to 
TransLink communications 
officer Drew Snider. 
Under provincially 
legislated guidelines, 
TransLink is allowed to 
increase fares to meet 
inflation and operation 
costs by roughly two per 
cent each fiscal year. 2010 
was the last time TransLink 
increased transit fares and 
this is this first across-the-
board increase since 2008. 
Roughly one third or $400 
million of TransLink’s 
revenue comes from transit 
fares each year. With the 
installment of the new fare 
gates at all SkyTrain stations 
and Compass card payment 
system, scheduled to be 
up and running towards 
the end of this year, fare 
evasion on all modes of 
transit will be more difficult 
for riders and will mean 
more captured revenue for 
TransLink.
 With ridership in Metro 
Vancouver up 80 per cent 
over the last decade and a 
reported 233 million rides 
on transit alone last year, 
expansion of transit services 
and infrastructure is simply 
not keeping up with the 
influx in ridership. 
TransLink also recently 
released data that shows 
their fare enforcement 
initiative enacted last fall 
has shown that although 
fare checks have increased, 
infractions have decreased. 
In 2011, Transit Police 
and SkyTrain security did 
427,073 fare checks yielding 
9,221 violation tickets. In 
2012, 586,129 fare checks 
resulted in 8,898 bylaw 
infractions.
Many people are also 
expressing concerns of 
just how feasible riding 
public transportation in 
the Lower Mainland is 
becoming, criticizing the 
rise in costs as a potential 
consequence that may see 
a lot of residents using 
their vehicles to commute 
instead. TransLink, along 
with Toronto’s TTC and 
Montreal’s STM, have all 
lobbied Ottawa for a $1 
billion handout in order to 
keep up with the rising costs 
of inflation to their transit 
systems over the past year. 
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TransLink increases fares for 2013
The return of hockey: 
Letter from the Editor:
Confessions of a non-fan
I woke up this morning to a flood of news that is usually reserved for natural disasters or the death 
of a mega-celebrity: NHL hockey is back. So…this is 
a good thing, right?
Look, I’m not really a sports person; while 
I appreciate that many of you are super excited 
about watching the Canucks play this spring, I can’t 
help but feel left out because “hockey being back” 
brings me about as much excitement as a trip to the 
gynecologist.
I know that this is Vancouver and that loving 
hockey (or at least, like, understanding the basic 
rules of it) is supposed to be something of a 
given. But, I don’t. To me, professional hockey is 
a confusing thing that rich people do to get richer. 
It’s expensive to go to the games, it’s super time-
consuming to try to thoroughly follow, and it’s has 
been the catalyst of two highly destructive riots in 
our city within my lifetime (I know you can’t blame 
the game for the actions of rioters, but losing hockey 
games does seem to spark something weird in 
Vancouver, no?). 
Don’t hate me, Vancouver! Maybe it’s my 
brother’s fault: I can’t tell you how many hours of 
my childhood were spent watching his minor hockey 
practices and games—but I can tell you that I now 
have a physical aversion to the aroma of sweaty 
hockey pads and the sight of an ice rink makes 
me want to curl into the fetal position to fend off 
memories of the (literally!) bone-chilling boredom 
and cold.
In any case, while the NHL may not be my cup 
of tea, I get that if you’re a fan, this is a happy time 
for you, and I wish you the best. While I might not 
watch or understand the game, I do appreciate that 
some sticks and pucks and ice have the ability to 
magically bring all sorts of people together under 
the common goal of, well, goals. So, when the games 
start, I’ll join ya’ll at the bar—just know that I’ll only 
be there for the beer and socializing. Save your stats 
for the next girl.
- Sharon Miki
Under provincially legislated guidelines, TransLink is allowed to 
increase fares to meet inflation and operation costs by roughly 
two per cent each fiscal year. 
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Pub afternoon, pub night, 
U-Pass referendum, and 
computer lab on horizon
By Dylan Hackett, 
News Editor
To help ease students into the throes of the winter 
semester, the Douglas 
Students’ Union (DSU) is 
hosting a pub afternoon this 
Tuesday in the upper floor 
of the DSU building at the 
New Westminster campus. 
All students 19 years of age 
and over are welcome to the 
event, with the opportunity 
to bring a non-student 
guest. Free food will be 
provided and there are 
also plans to continue free-
food events throughout 
the rest of the month.
Another pub night 
is also being planned for 
January 24, with the theme 
yet to be announced.
Also coming up later 
this month is the renewal 
of the U-Pass contract with 
the provincial government 
and TransLink. In the 
upcoming meetings, a 
new price will be set to 
keep public transport 
affordable for students and 
a referendum will be held 
at the end of the month.
“Being a part of the 
Canadian Federation of 
Students has given us the 
opportunity to connect with 
students across the province 
and the country and has 
given us the tools to effec-
tively combine both of these 
things to best serve the stu-
dents at Douglas College,” 
said Jill Griffin, External 
Relations Coordinator.
”Over the past year 
we have learned just how 
unique and diverse our 
members are and how to 
effectively advocate for 
them on a local, provin-
cial, and federal level,” 
said Women’s Liaison 
Jenelle Davies. “We have 
learned how important it 
is to balance both social 
events, and advocacy with 
political issues. The DSU 
has organized numerous 
social events like free food 
days and pub nights to 
bring students together.”
The current rep 
team have also reflected 
on initiatives set in the 
fall semester and other 
ongoing campaigns.
 “We have also brought 
campaigns like Rock the 
Vote and Beat the Bottle 
to the forefront of the 
college, and advocate 
for issues like Sisters in 
Spirit and National Day 
Against Violence Against 
Women,” said Davies.
The work on the 
new computer lab is 
slated to be completed 
this semester as well.
”The computer lab 
will be opened as soon 
as we have the necessary 
software and everything 
is networked properly. 
We are hoping to have 
it opened before mid-
terms,” said Griffin.
The lab will include a 
printing station for students 
hard-pressed for ink and 
paper with their standard 
library-issued printing 
credits. When operational, 
the lab will be accessible 
from the second floor of 
the DSU building at the 
New Westminster campus.
By Keating Smith, 
Staff Writer
Africa: (South Africa) 
Former South Africa 
president Nelson Mandela 
has been discharged from 
a hospital in the city of 
Pretoria after spending 
three weeks in the facility 
while being treated for a 
reoccurring lung infection 
and surgery for gall stones. 
Mandela has been flown 
home where he is to carry 
out the rest of his recovery 
under doctor supervision. 
The Nobel Peace Laureate 
turns 95 this year.        
                                                                   
North America: (United 
States) US Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton was 
released from a New York 
City hospital last week 
after doctors found a blood 
clot behind her right ear. 
Doctors treated Clinton 
with blood thinners to 
dissolve the clot, which 
developed after she suf-
fered a concussion back in 
December. Clinton’s spokes-
person told the media that 
she will be able to make a 
successful recovery on her 
own at home and is “eager 
to get back to the office.”
Latin & South America: 
(Venezuela) Newly 
re-elected president Hugo 
Chávez may potentially 
miss his inauguration 
this week after fighting a 
lung infection post-cancer 
surgery in Cuba. Although 
Venezuela’s Vice President 
Nicolás Maduro rejected 
calls for another election 
if Chávez is unable to 
take office on Thursday, 
opposition leaders in the 
Venezuela have asked 
the government for more 
detailed updates on the 
status of his health and con-
dition while receiving treat-
ment outside the country. 
Asia- Pacific:  (North 
Korea) North Korea’s Kim 
Jong-un has reached out 
to South Korea by calling 
for an end to the conflict 
between the two countries 
in a shocking New Years 
Day speech made on state-
run media. Jung-un, who 
took over from his father 
Kim Jung-il after he passed 
away in 2011, made the 
comments in contrast to 
his father’s shy and rare 
public speeches. Both North 
and South Korea have 
been at war since 1953. 
Europe: (Vatican City) The 
Italian Central Bank has sus-
pended bank card payments 
in the Vatican after the Holy 
See failed to meet the EU’s 
precautions on finances 
including anti-money laun-
dering legislation beginning 
in 2013. The Italian Central 
Bank ordered Deutsche 
Bank Italia to freeze all of its 
card terminals in the Vatican 
on New Years Day causing 
people to pay for goods and 
services in the area with 
cash only. The Vatican has 
been scrutinized by the EU 
for being involved in money 
laundering scandals on 
multiple separate occasions 
in the past. 
Middle East: (Qatar) The 
Qatari based media network 
Al Jazeera is planning to 
launch Al Jazeera America 
after purchasing former US 
Vice President Al Gore’s 
Current TV network for 
an estimated $500 million. 
The network hopes to reach 
out to more than 40 million 
American households by 
acquiring the network, which 
has been faced with financial 
problems over the past year.
Douglas Students’ Union set to kickstart winter semester
World Recap: weekly geopolitical events (Jan 1 – Jan 7)
5News.www.theotherpress.ca
By Kevin Menz,  
The Sheaf (University 
of Saskatchewan)
SASKATOON (CUP) — 
The grassroots movement 
Idle No More is rapidly 
gaining indigenous and 
non-indigenous support 
as First Nations, Métis, 
and Inuit people fight 
against what they perceive 
to be threats to their 
sovereignty in Canada.
While many of the 
movement’s supporters 
don’t want to restrict Idle 
No More’s message to 
Canadian lands, the bulk 
of the dissent is centred 
upon the federal govern-
ment’s omnibus Bill C-45.
Critics of C-45 
argue that it does not 
honour the treaties and 
it drastically eliminates 
protection of many lakes 
and rivers. However, as 
Jeff Denis wrote in the 
Toronto Star Dec. 20, “one 
could feel the movement 
brewing for years.”
Denis highlights actions 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s government has 
taken during its time in 
power that have pushed 
Canada’s aboriginal 
community to revolt.
“Since 2008, the Harper 
government has cut aborig-
inal health funding, gutted 
environmental review 
processes, ignored the more 
than 600 missing and mur-
dered Indigenous women 
across Canada, withheld 
residential school docu-
ments from the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, 
abandoned land claim 
negotiations, and tried to 
defend its underfunding of 
First Nations schools and 
child welfare agencies.”
Harper was also criti-
cized by many Canadians 
and federal opposition 
parties last year for his 
handling of a housing crisis 
in Attawapiskat, Ont.
Attawapiskat Chief 
Theresa Spence, who has 
emerged as an icon for Idle 
No More, made headlines 
last year when she declared 
a state of emergency in 
the northern Ontario town 
located along James Bay. 
Spence, along with other 
community leaders, cited 
inadequate housing and 
a lack of electricity and 
running water as major 
problems that needed 
to be addressed before 
winter hit that year.
Harper removed 
Attawapiskat’s finances 
from the local government’s 
control and placed the 
town under third-party 
management. Federal 
opposition parties, as 
well as Spence, criticized 
this move and many 
opposition leaders urged 
Harper to visit the town, 
which he declined to do.
Now Spence has joined 
the Idle No More movement 
and has been on a hunger 
strike since Dec. 11, urging 
Harper and the Governor 
General to meet with her 
and other First Nations 
leaders. The strike, which 
Spence began one day after 
the movement’s National 
Day of Action, helped 
bring widespread media 
attention to Idle No More.
Idle No More 
was founded by four 
Saskatchewan women 
— Nina Wilson, Sylvia 
McAdam, Jessica Gordon 
and Sheelah McLean — and 
the movement held its first 
event on Nov. 10 at Station 
20 West in Saskatoon. This 
first event was a small 
 discussion — especially 
compared to the larger 
rallies held more recently — 
on Bill C-45. The next week, 
events were held across the 
province in Regina, Prince 
Albert and North Battleford 
as well as in Winnipeg.
The movement picked 
up a lot of its steam on 
Dec. 10 with the National 
Day of Action. The day 
of action, which occurred 
one week after First 
Nations chiefs were denied 
entrance into the House 
of Commons following an 
attempt to express their 
frustrations with C-45, saw 
protests held in Toronto, 
Vancouver, Saskatoon, 
Whitehorse and several 
other Canadian cities.
These cities, along with 
an increasing number of 
Canadian communities, 
have hosted numerous 
other rallies since Dec. 10.
The movement has now 
spread into the US and 
Europe as people all across 
the world use social media 
to express their solidarity 
with Idle No More.
Idle No More first 
crossed the border Dec. 
21 when rallies were held 
in front of the Canadian 
consulates in Los Angeles 
and San Francisco.
Bill C-45
Senate passed Bill C-45 in 
the House of Commons 
Dec. 14. It will become 
law once the Governor 
General signs it.
The Idle No More 
movement and several 
other First Nations refuse 
to honour the bill. They 
claim that C-45 violates 
the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples 
because it does not honour 
the treaties or indigenous 
sovereignty and because 
the federal government 
did not adequately consult 
with First Nations before 
instituting the legislation.
Idle No More spokes-
person Eriel Deranger 
told Global News that 
changes to the Indian Act 
will make it easier for the 
federal government to 
remove land from the First 
Nations. She said that not 
only can the Minister of 
Aboriginal Affairs now 
call a referendum for land 
removal but also that the 
referendum’s results will 
stand no matter how few 
members of a First Nation 
attend — previously, a ref-
erendum had to include all 
members of a First Nation.
She also said that 
changes to the Navigable 
Waters Protection 
Act, Fisheries Act and 
Environmental Assessment 
Act will weaken Canada’s 
environmental laws.
The 130-year-old 
Navigable Waters 
Protection Act will be 
changed to the Navigation 
Protection Act, which will 
see thousands of Canadian 
lakes and rivers removed 
from federal protection. 
The government argues 
that the new act makes it 
easier to begin necessary 
infrastructure projects along 
waterways but Idle No 
More supporters believe the 
amendment too highly pri-
oritizes industrial develop-
ment over the environment.
C-45 critics also argue 
that changes to the Fisheries 
Act, which previously 
required companies to 
build new lakes or streams 
when one of their projects 
damaged waterways, will 
allow companies to opt 
out of these environmental 
commitments. They also 
argue that changes in the 
Environmental Assessment 
Act will too significantly 
relax the environmental 
review process.
Bill C-45 and Idle No More: outlining the connections
By Dylan Hackett, 
News Editor
Tuesday, Jan. 8
“Welcome Back!” Beer 
Garden, 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
The Douglas Students’ 
Union invites all 19+ stu-
dents to properly kickoff 
the winter semester with 
cheap beer and coolers, 
free food, loud tunes, ski 
and snowboard videos, 
prize-dispensing trivia, 
and a couple rounds of 
flippy cup. Entrance is free 
with an option of one guest 
per student. Festivities will 
take place in the upper 
lounge, accessible from 
the fourth floor’s Laura C. 
Muir Theatre entrance.
Friday, Jan. 11
Volleyball vs. UFV, 6 p.m.
Come out and support 
the Royals bump, set, and 
spike it out against the 
Cascades in the main gym 
at the New Westminster 
campus. The women’s 
match begins at 6 p.m. 
with the men’s match 
following at 7:45 p.m. 
If you would like your event 
to be listed here, email us at 
news@theotherpnewress.ca
This Week at Douglas
Idle No More protesters at Whistler, BC 
Photo courtesy of Renée Howarth
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The ‘D’ is silent
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
Quentin Tarantino is the greatest. He’s been the 
greatest for 20 years—even 
when he was young and 
only semi-crazy, he was 
the greatest. So let’s stop 
wasting time pretending 
like his latest film, Django 
Unchained, isn’t another 
great film that makes 
Tarantino the greatest.
Django (Jamie Foxx) is 
a slave in the 1800s whose 
wife (Kerry Washington) 
was taken from him and 
sold at a slave auction. In 
comes Dr. King Schultz 
(Christoph Waltz), riding 
on horseback with his little 
dentist cart in tow, freeing 
the shit out of our titular 
hero. The men then make a 
pact to work together and 
get Mrs. Django back into 
her man’s manly man arms. 
Then bam, Calvin J. Candie 
(Leonardo DiCaprio), 
owner of “Candieland,” 
the biggest plantation 
around, comes into play, 
for Candie is the current 
owner of Django’s wife. 
Then, for lack of a better 
term, shit gets cray.
Everything about this 
film is so practical and 
beautiful and amazing to 
look at and listen to that 
there’s an unprecedented 
amount of perfect. And 
yet, some very import-
ant factors fall flat.
First though, let’s 
focus on the good. 
Django Unchained is one 
of Tarantino’s funniest 
movies, which is saying 
a lot. Every other line is 
hilarious, partially because 
of the immense use of a 
word I will never say here, 
but is amazing to hear 
every time because of the 
weight it carries outside 
of the film. All that said, 
there are obviously more 
creative and clever jokes 
than just repeating a hor-
rible word over and over.
Then you have two 
(ironically white) actors 
that could give any girl 
the vapours—even when 
they’re diabolically evil: 
DiCaprio and Waltz. 
Every scene these two are 
in is served on a silver 
platter, and just when 
you think everything is 
wonderful, the two then 
start sharing scenes, and 
all hell breaks loose.
But then we have the 
not so fantastic Mr. Foxx, 
who while great in this 
film, serves as something 
of a Luke Skywalker to 
Waltz and DiCaprio’s far 
more memorable Han 
Solo and Vader. Django’s 
(and on that note, Django 
Unchained’s) deal is that he 
is still technically the “star” 
of the film, top billing and 
all, so understandably he 
ends up being the only one 
with a well-developed arc. 
(Why is there a German 
man hanging around the 
Old West? Who cares? He’s 
charming as all hell!) And 
thus we have another prob-
lem: Foxx is wonderful on 
screen, but he’s just no com-
petition for DiCaprio and 
Waltz’s constant charm-offs.
Nonetheless, whether 
it’s an intricate speech that 
the scene surrounds or 
an epic gun show, Django 
Unchained balances it all 
neatly into a surprisingly 
tight package. Now 
if you haven’t seen it 
yet, get the hell out of 
here and go watch it!
Django’s unchained, but Waltz and DiCaprio steal the show
Everything about this film is so practical and beautiful and 
amazing to look at and listen to that there’s an unprecedented 
amount of perfect. And yet, some very important factors fall flat.
Christoph Waltz and Jamie Foxx in Django Unchained  | Still courtesy of The Weinstein Company © 2012
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Douglas College gets 
classier than ever
 
By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
Another semester is upon us, and with 
that comes another slew of 
arts events happening in 
and around the college. As 
students, we are entitled to 
a number of (largely free) 
presentations throughout 
the year, and these next 
few will be the majority 
of what’s coming our way 
from now through till April.
First off are the Arts at 
One concerts put on each 
Thursday at 1 p.m. in the 
Laura C. Muir Performing 
Arts Theatre on the fourth 
floor of the New West 
campus. The first concert 
already occurred last 
week with a showcase 
entitled The Baroque 
Saxophone: Music from 
the 17th Century Venice. 
Throughout the semester, 
performances will include 
those put on by artists 
from around Canada, by 
faculty, and even students. 
Every concert is different, 
with some focusing on 
vocalizations while others 
focus on a specific instru-
ment such as the guitar 
or piano. These concerts 
provide a nice, relaxing 
break in-between the days 
and weeks of stressing 
about deadlines and such; 
they’re here to brighten 
up everybody’s day.
There will also be sev-
eral musical events outside 
of the Arts at One concerts, 
such as the Community 
Music School presentation 
of A Sentimental Journey on 
February 17. There will also 
be school-organized perfor-
mances such as the Music 
Technology Program’s 
Current Sound Waves II 
(happening April 6) and An 
Evening of Jazz (happening 
two days later on April 8).
This semester will also 
see a delightful influx of 
Literature Alive events, in 
which Canadian writers 
come into the school and 
give insightful talks on 
their careers and works up 
until this point. The first 
Literature Alive event will 
be happening February 22 
at the Coquitlam campus, 
and will feature Wendy 
Phillips, a previous winner 
of the Governor General’s 
Award for Children’s 
Literature. Then another 
two will be happening on 
March 11 and 13 at the New 
West campus, featuring 
poet Billeh Nickerson on 
the 11 and multi-talented 
writer Brad Cran on the 13.
There will also be a new 
edition of Pearls coming out 
this March. The book launch 
will be taking place in the 
Studio Theatre at the New 
West campus on March 22, 
hosted by the Department 
of Creative Writing. 
Readings, discussion, and 
snacking shall take place as 
folks lit it up that evening.
As for the Amelia 
Douglas Art Gallery, also 
located on the fourth floor 
of the New West campus, 
there will only be two 
exhibits happening this 
semester. Although the 
number is a touch smaller 
than in previous years, 
these are still exhibits to 
get excited about. The first, 
entitled Greenlinks 2013: 
UNIBUG will be opening 
this Thursday afternoon, 
with an Artist’s Talk follow-
ing the next morning where 
the artists Mikki Herbold 
and Ewan McNeil will get 
to discuss the exhibit. Then 
on February 28 we’ll be 
getting Clay Symposium: 
Formed Earth, Earth 
Formed which will feature 
works by Judy Weeden 
and Ronald T. Crawford.
Finally, we have the 
much anticipated and 
always entertaining 
Theatre and Stagecraft 
performances, operated 
and performed by Douglas 
College’s immensely 
talented and hard working 
theatre students. The first 
show this semester is Top 
Girls by Caryl Churchill, 
and will be directed by 
Claire Fogal and run from 
March 8 to 16. Then from 
March 15 to 23 we’ll have 
the Deborah Neville-
directed Blue Window by 
Craig Lucas. The theatre 
performances are the 
only events listed that 
cost students money, with 
student prices coming to 
a mere $8 per person.
Be sure to keep an eye 
out for each of these events 
as they happen throughout 
the semester, and remember 
that each of these pre-
sentations, exhibits, and 
performances are put on 
with us students in mind.
Big arts on campus
Colin MacDonald’s Baroque Saxophone
Better than the book! 
By Elliot Chan, Contributor 
Like most, I was skeptical when I heard that The 
Hobbit was being stretched 
from a 300-page children’s 
novel into three movies. But 
as the credits interrupted 
the story I was so engulfed 
in, I realized that I could 
have sat for six more 
hours. The rumour of Peter 
Jackson making The Hobbit 
into a trilogy to milk money 
out of loyal fans had been 
vanquished, for Jackson 
told the story the way it 
should have been told. 
J. R. R. Tolkien can be 
referred to as many things: 
academic scholar, linguistic 
genius, an imaginative 
author, yet nobody reading 
his novels can ever say 
that he was a compelling 
storyteller. The Hobbit, 
though immensely popular, 
always read like a second 
draft awaiting Tolkien to fill 
in some key information. 
Since discovering Middle 
Earth at the ripe age of 11, 
I revisited the novel twice, 
each with a declining appre-
ciation. But don’t get me 
wrong, I love Tolkien, and 
I am forever thankful that 
he created his fantastical 
world, only so that Jackson 
could make it one that gen-
erations to come can enjoy.    
However, the new 
technology caused the film 
to lose some authenticity. 
Some may argue that 
combining 3D with the 
new 48FPS made for better 
image, but during dialogue 
scenes and sequences with 
little to no action the film 
felt jarred and sped up. 
Unlike The Lord of the Rings, 
where Jackson relied mainly 
on stunt actors for battle 
scenes, the over usage of 
CGI in The Hobbit cannot be 
ignored. Many of the gener-
ated characters were unim-
pressive, and caused the 
film to actually look dated.
Still, the flaws were few 
and far between—and most 
of them were caused by 
Tolkien’s eclectic storyline. 
The 13 dwarves were the 
most problematic, but 
Jackson coped by cen-
tering the plot on Thorin 
Oakensheild (played by 
Richard Armitage). Like 
Viggo Mortensen and 
Orlando Bloom, Jackson 
has a knack for finding 
talented heroes. After two 
decades in the film and 
television industry, the dues 
have finally been paid. At 
moments pitiful and others 
despicable, Armitage shows 
off his range as a brooding 
dwarf king determined to 
reclaim his home from a 
dragon named Smaug.  
Another gem of the film 
is Martin Freeman’s per-
formance as Bilbo Baggins. 
The long time British 
television star famous for 
playing alongside Ricky 
Gervais in The Office and 
Benedict Cumberbatch in 
Sherlock, has the charm 
and sense of comedic 
timing that gives classical 
gags an organic feel. 
From dwarven tom-
foolery to tension-building 
riddles, the first installment 
of The Hobbit has raised 
the bar for the second 
and third. But with its 
cliffhanger ending, one 
can only imagine that the 
worst part of the up-coming 
movies would be the wait-
ing, and not the walking.
‘The Hobbit’: an unexpected trilogy
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By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
Here we are in 2013, and already we’re catching 
up to one of the most 
anticipated movies of the 
year, Gangster Squad, which 
comes out this Friday. The 
film’s delay into this year 
was probably a good thing 
though, because there were 
just too many good movies 
that came out in 2012. While 
I couldn’t catch every film, 
like Lincoln, Silver Linings 
Playbook, and Zero Dark 
Thirty (which also comes 
out this Friday), I did see 
the majority of what can 
be considered the “best 
of the year.” There were 
dozens of films I applauded 
in regards to their near or 
absolute perfection, but 
I eventually had to settle 
for five, and while they 
may not be everybody’s 
favourites, they are all 
certainly worth seeing.
5. Holy Motors (France/
Germany, 116 mins, 
Dir. Leos Carax)
The only way to 
describe Holy Motors is that 
it’s not what you’d expect. 
With little explanation (title 
and all), we’re thrown into 
an insane world where 
acting is taken to its most 
extreme level. We follow 
lead Mr. Oscar (Denis 
Lavant) around France as he 
shows us, through several 
fantastic sexual, violent, and 
musical vignettes, just what 
it is he and other actors like 
him do day-to-day. Though 
those who enjoyed the film 
seem to be heard more 
often, there’s going to be a 
very large amount of people 
who will hate this movie 
because of how strange it 
is. Put simply, Holy Motors 
does not give a fuck, and 
that’s why I love it.
4. Looper (U.S., 118 mins, 
Dir. Rian Johnson)
Like the next three on 
this list, I reviewed Looper 
earlier in the year, so I will 
do my best not to repeat 
myself. Looper is arguably 
the best time travel-based 
film since 12 Monkeys (1995), 
which also featured Bruce 
Willis in a lead role. Setting 
us up with an incredibly 
thought-provoking (and 
surprisingly little revealed) 
plot, Looper is more than 
just a sci-fi action; it puts 
the viewer in the very tough 
scenario of “what would 
I do?” The world created 
is only 30 years from now, 
and is reasonably realistic 
in its setting, which makes 
the question of moral 
and personal choice even 
tougher when one can actu-
ally see themselves in both 
Joseph Gordon-Levitt and 
Willis’ positions (even if it 
is still a little ridiculous).
3. Wreck-It Ralph (US, 93 
mins, Dir. Rich Moore)
Charming, delightful, 
and sweet as sugar, one 
would need to be a very 
Sour Bill not to fall in love 
with Wreck-It Ralph. With 
fantastic performances 
across the board by its amaz-
ing voice cast, the characters 
really are what makes the 
film so insanely delightful—
albeit a touch tear-jerking. 
Some have called it a Toy 
Story for a different gen-
eration, which I’ve come 
to understand a bit better, 
but as we’re occasionally 
dealing with some very vio-
lent games and characters, 
Wreck-It just offers an extra, 
much-needed punch to the 
fact that kids and adults 
alike play video games, 
and aren’t strangers to the 
gaming world. Few films, 
if any, get this very wide 
fandom the way the makers 
of Wreck-It Ralph did, and 
although it’s not the film’s 
ultimate strength (which, 
again, belongs to its char-
acters), it was likely what 
most were worried about 
as the film’s release neared. 
It’s not a perfect movie, 
and it’s not my number one 
of 2012, but I know in the 
long run Wreck-It Ralph will 
continue to be one of my 
all-time favourite movies.
2. Rust and Bone (France/
Belgium, 120 mins, Dir. 
Jacques Audiard)
Rust and Bone tells the 
heart-wrenching story of 
two 20-something’s named 
Ali (Matthias Schoenaerts) 
and Stephanie (Marion 
Cotillard). Ali is a down on 
his luck single father with 
some very intense anger 
issues, making a living via 
shady operations, street 
boxing, and the occasional 
semi-honest job. One night 
he meets the beautiful 
Stephanie, who lives a fairly 
decent life up until the 
day she suffers a horrific 
experience. Watching these 
two characters work to 
rebuild each other’s lives 
makes the film a very 
intense, often difficult 
sit-through. But each twist 
and turn, up until the last 
word, makes every moment 
the viewer struggles with 
its leads worth the tears 
it is bound to shed—even 
for the tough guys.
1. Moonrise Kingdom (U.S., 
94 mins, Dir. Wes Anderson)
Earlier this year I said 
Moonrise Kingdom was 
Anderson’s best film; I’ve 
since decided it is tied with 
2009’s Fantastic Mr. Fox 
for his best, much for the 
same reasons, although 
both films are drastically 
different. The shots are 
gorgeous, the soundtrack 
is beautiful, the acting is 
wonderful, the dialogue is 
delightful—the film really 
is perfect. Willy Wonka is 
to candy and children what 
Wes Anderson is to quirky 
films and adults who never 
stopped being children, 
and Moonrise Kingdom, 
like Fantastic Mr. Fox, is 
the epitome of this fact.
Come back next week 
when The Other Press’ 
(and Discorder’s very own) 
lovely Laurel Borrowman 
continues our “top five of 
2012” lists with her picks 
for albums of the year.
Top five films of 2012
Suzy (Kara Hayward) and Sam (Jared Gilman) try to find their way in Moonrise Kingdom | Still courtesy of Focus Features 
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By Angela Espinoza, 
Arts Editor
This Thursday, January 10, the Amelia Douglas 
Art Gallery will be install-
ing its first new exhibit 
of 2013. UNIBUG and 
Greenlinks, extensions of 
the Douglas College-run 
Institute of Urban Ecology 
(IUE), will be providing the 
artworks for this six-week 
long showcase. I was able to 
speak to Veronica Wahl, one 
of the folks helping co-ordi-
nate the exhibit, and briefly 
to Robert McGregor, direc-
tor of the IUE, in the days 
leading up to the show’s 
opening later this week.
Wahl opened with some 
background information 
on UNIBUG, a recent 
addition to the IUE.
“The Institute of Urban 
Ecology launched the 
UNIBUG Project in 2011,” 
Wahl began. “The User 
Network for Insect Biology 
in the Urban Garden 
(UNIBUG) is focused on 
engaging local communities 
in developing sustainable 
gardening practices.”
Wahl further explained 
that these practices include 
discovering which types of 
plants catch the attention 
of certain insects. The work 
requires a great deal of 
research on the group’s 
part, which was aided 
by a helpful bunch of 
volunteers who monitor 
their own local gardens.
“The monitoring is done 
by counting biological con-
trol insects found in traps 
associated with our test 
plants, as well as control 
traps (those set away from 
the test plants). Through 
comparing the results from 
the different trap types, 
we can learn more about 
the plants that attract 
these beneficial insects to 
the gardens. By attracting 
biological control insects to 
gardens to manage pests, 
we can then reduce the 
need for chemical pesti-
cides in urban gardens.”
So if that didn’t say it 
all for you, the works being 
presented are based entirely 
around the science of 
finding safer ways to keep 
our gardens—and therefore 
flora and even food—at 
their healthiest. The 
Greenlinks exhibits, which 
there have been a number 
of in past years at the col-
lege, provide a more artistic 
route of getting students 
and even those outside the 
school interested in similar 
projects organized by the 
IUE. McGregor elaborates:
“The Institute of Urban 
Ecology (IUE) was estab-
lished over 20 years ago. In 
most years since then, IUE 
has presented a Greenlinks 
art show in the Amelia 
Douglas Gallery. Most of 
these exhibits pair artists 
that use nature themes in 
their art with exhibits of 
material that promote the 
work of IUE. We have pre-
sented shows that feature 
particular themes like bio-
logical diversity or biolog-
ical control of agricultural 
pests. This year’s exhibit is 
unique as the art presented 
directly showcases (tells 
the story of) an IUE project 
(the UNIBUG project).”
The artists involved 
with this year’s exhibit 
are photographer Mikki 
Herbold and artist Ewan 
McNeil. McNeil’s portion 
of works will include paint-
ings previously done with 
the theme of nature, while 
Herbold’s works are direct 
photos of the Greenlinks 
volunteers and the work 
they’ve done. With all 
this inner working on the 
project, Herbold is also one 
of the show’s co-coordi-
nators, as Wahl explains.
“At first [Herbold] and 
I got together largely for 
practical reasons, because 
I know the volunteers and 
was able to introduce her to 
them and arrange for them 
all to meet for the photo 
sessions. However, it has 
developed into more than 
that. Together, [Herbold] 
and I have been working 
to create the ‘story’ of the 
project in words and, more 
importantly, in images.
“Because I’ve been 
developing the UNIBUG 
Project from its beginning, 
I’ve been telling that story 
to [Herbold] so that she 
could translate it into the 
pictures. I’m actually a 
bit sad that the project is 
wrapping up because I 
have really had a great time 
working with her. [Herbold] 
is the artist of the UNIBUG 
Photo Story and has taken 
some amazing pictures for 
the show. She seems to have 
this intuitive sense about 
people and to be able to 
take the beautiful spirit that 
they have inside them and 
to make it come out in the 
photos for everyone to see.”
There’s a passion to 
this upcoming exhibit that 
doesn’t always get to be 
seen in a similar way, since 
much of this show strictly 
has to do with an actual 
part of the college. It’s inte-
gral that the show be seen 
to get an idea of how much 
we can help out every so 
often with just making life a 
little greener for everybody.
“I would like people 
to know that helping the 
environment can be easy 
and even fun,” says Wahl.  
Often we get very gloom 
and doom messages about 
the environment. UNIBUG 
shows that being more 
environmentally sus-
tainable can be as simple 
as planting particular 
types of flowers in your 
garden. Volunteering with 
a project like UNIBUG can 
also be very empowering 
as it allows people to 
become part of developing 
solutions to environmental 
concerns—in this case, to 
support more sustainable 
gardening practices.
“Without the volunteers 
the project would not exist, 
and we could not have 
obtained the results that 
we have gotten so far, or 
those that we hope to gain 
in the future. This past 
summer, we had almost 40 
volunteers monitoring 37 
sets of traps in 18 gardens 
in Metro Vancouver. Our 
volunteers ranged from 
one-and-a-half to 82-year-
olds, and have a variety of 
backgrounds from novice to 
award-winning gardeners.”
Wahl also made clear 
that these volunteers 
weren’t science majors, but 
also that isn’t the point. The 
entire project is to show 
just how simple getting 
involved with something 
like UNIBUG can be, and 
as we’re going to see in the 
exhibit this Thursday, how 
beautiful the results can be. 
I will end with a note from 
Wahl for those interested, 
or who might be interested 
after seeing the exhibit:
“If people are interested 
in volunteering with 
UNIBUG or learning more 
about the project, they may 
contact me at iue@doug-
lascollege.ca. We are also 
having our second UNIBUG 
Forum in a few weeks 
(tentatively February 16).“
Greenlinks returns to the Amelia Douglas Art Gallery
Photo courtesy of Mikki Herbold
 …the works being presented are based entirely around the science 
of finding safer ways to keep our gardens—and therefore flora 
and even food—at their healthiest.
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Protect yourself: a 
Between the Sheets 
guide to STI prevention
By Viv Steele, 
Sex Correspondent
Welcome back, readers! I hope you had a 
wonderful break from 
essays and readings, and 
that you got some time to 
cozy up with your loved 
ones and try some of my 
winter warm-up sex tips. 
For my first column of 
2013, I want to talk about 
an issue that’s dear to my 
heart as a sex columnist, 
sexually active human, 
and all around pro-sex 
person. The issue is that 
of sexually transmitted 
infections, or STIs, and the 
stigma surrounding the 
testing and care of them. 
In our generation’s 
pop-culture, it’s completely 
acceptable to make jokes 
at the expense of those 
who suffer from STIs, such 
as herpes or gonorrhoea. 
These kinds of jokes take 
place in movies, on TV, 
and in casual conversation: 
“Come on, share that drink 
with me. It’s not like I have 
herpes or anything!” You 
know the jokes. The thing 
I find ironic about this 
form of humour is that, 
while youth are so willing 
to hop on the laughter 
bandwagon, they’re not 
so quick to board the 
safer-sex train and actu-
ally do the hard work to 
avoid passing on STIs. 
It seems completely 
backwards, right? We’re 
in this society that vilifies 
people who, through doing 
nothing different than their 
peers, contract painful and 
sometimes life-threatening 
diseases, yet the very steps 
to prevent spreading these 
diseases is conspicuously 
absent from discussions in 
pop culture. People in porn 
don’t wear condoms, you 
never see How I Met Your 
Mother’s Barney Stinson 
heading to the clinic to get 
tested, and there are no 
good examples on televi-
sion about how to have 
an open discussion with 
a new partner about their 
(and your) sexual history.
Safer sex practices (like 
using a condom, no matter 
how inconvenient or bad it 
feels), regular testing, and 
open communication are 
the best ways to stop the 
spread of diseases. Testing 
for HIV in particular has 
been embraced in countries 
like France, according to 
a November 2012 article 
in the Vancouver Sun, 
which also reports that 
“at least one quarter of 
those infected at any given 
time are unaware they 
have HIV.” HIV/AIDS 
scientist Dr. Julio Montaner 
and his coauthors wrote 
in a Canadian Medical 
Association Journal edi-
torial that “a 20-year-old 
who receives a diagnosis 
of HIV and treatment [...] 
can expect to live until 
the age of 73 years.” HIV 
isn’t a death sentence 
anymore, but it can be 
if testing and discussion 
continue to be stigmatized. 
When’s the last time 
you bought condoms? 
When’s the last time you 
got tested? How did you 
find the experience? My 
experience with STI testing 
has been overwhelmingly 
negative. I don’t want to say 
that my experience is the 
norm, but I worry that it is. 
When I went in for a routine 
test at a walk-in clinic I was 
interrogated by the clinic 
staff about why I thought I 
should be tested. I thought 
that simply being a sexually 
active person was enough 
to warrant a test. After 
all, it just takes one sexual 
experience with one person 
to expose yourself to risk. 
Students can do a 
number of things to protect 
themselves and their 
friends. Ask your friends if 
they use protection. Head 
to the DSU or the Womens’ 
Centre to pick up some 
free condoms. Talk to your 
general practitioner about 
getting tested, or if it’s more 
comfortable for you, go to 
a walk-in clinic or youth 
clinic. Practice having 
frank discussions with 
your friends about your 
sexual history and condom 
use so that when the time 
comes to have that talk 
with a potential partner, it 
will be less awkward. Take 
control of your sexuality 
so that you can enjoy it 
for many years to come. 
By Sophie Isbister, 
Staff Writer
New Year’s is the time of year when we put our 
best foot forward and set 
goals that we will hopefully 
achieve by the end of the 
year. And with those goals 
come the naysayers. Folk 
who say that the gym is 
going to be packed at the 
beginning of January, and 
then go back to normal 
as soon as all of those 
resolving give up. People 
who say the bars are going 
to be empty for a couple 
weeks, but invariably the 
hardcore drinkers will filter 
back in, as one by one their 
resolutions bite the dust. 
There are some resolutions 
you won’t keep, but for 
every failed goal, there’s a 
counterpart that just might 
work for you.
Resolution you won’t 
keep: Eat better. Everyone 
wants to eat better, kick 
the fat and the salt, pass by 
the Triple-O’s and make a 
beeline for the salad bar. But 
with vague, wishy-washy 
sentiments like “eat better,” 
you’ll never succeed. So try 
this instead:
Bring a lunch to 
school or work every day. 
This idea works because 
it’s something you can 
actually do. Bringing your 
own lunch (depending 
on what you bring, 
obviously) is usually 
going to be healthier than 
pre-packaged, expensive 
cafeteria food or grease-
laden fast food. With your 
own lunch you can control 
portions and salt and you 
can eat clean and make 
tangible steps towards 
being healthier.
Resolution you won’t 
keep: Get out of debt/save 
money. This one’s tough 
too! In a region like the 
Lower Mainland, where 
rent is high and wages are 
low, students and workers 
alike can find themselves 
living paycheck to paycheck 
(or loan to loan, if you’re 
like me). It’s cheap talk to 
simply say, “I’m going to 
get out of debt!” Say this 
instead: 
Put $50 to $100 onto my 
credit card balance from 
every paycheck. You may 
not pay it all off, but it’s 
manageable, makes a dent, 
and more importantly, you 
don’t set yourself up for 
failure.
 
Resolution you won’t keep: 
Get fit! Anyone who’s fit 
will tell you that physical 
fitness is about lifestyle. You 
may use your resolution 
energy to spur you into a 
one-or-two-month gym 
frenzy, but if working out 
has never been your bag, 
it’s probably not going 
to stick just because you 
decided on January 1 that it 
might. Here’s an idea that 
might work: 
Take the long way 
home. This resolution will 
be different for everyone 
depending on their 
commute, but there are 
many ways to alter your 
routine to include more 
physical movement. Say 
you usually take the bus 
for 10 minutes to get to the 
SkyTrain station to get to 
school. Resolve to walk for 
30 minutes instead. It’ll get 
your blood moving for up 
to an extra hour a day, and 
only tack 40 minutes onto 
your commute. And it’s 
sustainable.
Are you sensing a trend 
here? Resolutions that are 
targeted, quantifiable, and 
fit in with your lifestyle 
are more likely to be 
kept. They’re also more 
interesting to talk about. 
Who doesn’t want to hear 
about someone’s master 
plan for self-improvement? 
Hopefully, armed with my 
advice, you’ll be able to 
create the perfect road map 
to whatever it is you want 
to achieve in your personal 
life in 2013. All the best to 
you!
Three New Year’s resolutions you won’t keep, 
and three alternatives that you might
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Activities from then that 
are even better now
By Laurel Borrowman, 
Life & Style Editor
I’ve had a resurgence of youth in the last two 
years. Not that I’m old—
unless you think 28 is 
old—and not that I was a 
crusty, prematurely aged 
downer before, but my 
social life in the last two 
years looks more like the 
typical 23-year-old than the 
typical 28-year-old. When 
I was 23, I was “married,” 
coming home after work 
everyday to eat dinner and 
share a bottle of wine with 
my other half. The big bang 
at the end of the night was 
a joint, a bowl of popcorn, 
and falling asleep during 
whatever movie was on. 
Weekends weren’t much 
different.
Now, a Friday usually 
begins at the Biltmore, 
Astoria, or Cobalt with a 
handful of local DJs and 
bands, followed by a trip to 
the warehouse du jour for 
more dancing, and ends at 
our apartment for a bunch 
of silliness (details below) 
and a living room dance-off 
until dawn.
I’m not saying either is 
better or worse. It depends 
on what you want out of 
life. But one thing I’m sure 
of is that there are some 
things from childhood that I 
encourage anyone to revisit 
for an injection of fun into 
your life. Whether it’s for a 
gathering of people at your 
place for a little potluck, 
or a rambunctious mess of 
rowdies at 4 a.m., these are 
a few additions to your life 
that’ll make you feel young 
and fun at heart, and relieve 
a heap of school stress at the 
same time. 
Record player: A good 
soundtrack is that backbone 
to any social occasion, and 
vinyl has made a huge 
comeback. Just because it 
was your parents’ choice 
of music medium doesn’t 
mean they’re passé. 
Turntables aren’t difficult to 
find and while some require 
repair, it’s usually a matter 
of finding the right place to 
get the proper equipment 
(like a new needle), not 
spending a heap of money. 
You can also get a pretty 
snappy one brand new 
if you want to spend a 
few hundred dollars. The 
interaction between you 
and your crowd while 
hosting folks and paying 
attention to the music 
player every 15 minutes 
is awesome. Records are 
relatively cheap to collect, 
and the banter about album 
art as people flip through 
them is usually hilarious. 
Hot tip: the plethora of 
Nana Mouskouri records 
at Value Village are cheap 
and funny at first, but the 
novelty will wear off. Build 
a record collection of music 
you want to listen to. 
Rubik’s cube: I tend to 
break out this classic once 
people have settled in. Just 
toss it in someone’s lap and 
challenge them to see what 
they can do. Inevitably, 
someone will pipe up about 
“the formula” for solving 
it in a minute and a half 
(which exists, but you still 
have to be pretty smart), 
and another will object, 
and another will chime in. 
They’ll all try, but typically 
nobody completes it, and 
the rare person that does 
becomes a legend. Great 
conversation piece. Great 
time waster. Great fun.
Twister: If you’ve just 
had a potluck, give it an 
hour or two before playing 
unless you want people 
barfing all over your place. 
Otherwise, this game is 
never not fun. Sometimes 
I like to play offensive 
Twister, where you might 
choose to give an opponent 
a little hip-check when 
they’re stretching for left 
hand green in a vulnerable 
stance. Or, try playing with 
that certain someone you’ve 
got a bit of a thing for. 
Either way, you’re all going 
to end up in a dog pile on 
the floor giggling.
A tickle trunk: This 
is an ongoing investment 
with huge payoff. A trunk 
isn’t always the easiest to 
come by, but thrift stores 
tend to have older ones that 
are fairly lightweight and 
cheap. I got mine from my 
grandma. The contents of 
said trunk need only have 
one criteria: goofy and fun. 
Stock it by visiting thrift 
stores often, and if you see 
something cheap and goofy, 
buy it. Over two years, 
we’ve stocked our trunk 
with wigs, onesies, glasses, 
hats, belts, boots, coats, 
boas, bags, pants, and more. 
The fun we’ve had playing 
dress up is off the charts. 
Photo shoots galore. Good 
times all around. Full-on 
hilarity. The tickle trunk 
will never get old.
Whether you’re 19 or 39, 
you’re going to keep getting 
older, but it doesn’t mean 
you have to feel that way. 
Add a little silliness to your 
routine. Be light-hearted, 
because life doesn’t have to 
be dull and serious. Have 
fun!
Lighten up
Photo courtesy of Rolf Venema
Flickr (Creative Commons)
Just because it was your parents’ choice of music medium 
doesn’t mean they’re passé. Turntables aren’t difficult to find 
and while some require repair, it’s usually a matter of finding 
the right place to get the proper equipment...
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Big adventure on a small budget
Central America offers lush jungles, volcano-dotted landscapes, 
idyllic sandy beaches, colonial Spanish towns, and Mayan ruins. 
The best part? Travelers can easily explore this culture-rich land 
on a shoestring. 
A partly buried Mayan temple at Tikal, Guatemala | Photo courtesy of Marie Claire Gabriel
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By Jade Swartzberg, 
Contributor
A curvy, feminine silhouette dangles 
from the rearview mirror, 
bouncing playfully as the 
old bus jostles over bumpy 
roads, and a sticker of Jesus 
stares down solemnly from 
the door.
Across the aisle, three or 
four puppies start whining 
from a box above one 
gentleman’s head, and, at 
the next stop, a boy boards 
the bus cradling a hen in a 
blanket. 
All around, people 
chatter in Spanish, but 
nearly all I can make out 
amid the trill of R’s is the 
occasional “gracias” or 
“buenos dias.”
My friend Marie 
and I are travelling 
through Honduras by 
“chicken bus.” These 
local buses, common 
in Central America, are 
usually redecorated and 
repurposed US school 
buses meant for carrying 
passengers, parcels, and 
poultry.
We just paid 140 
lempira (about $7) for a 
ride to Copán to San Pedro 
Sula (a distance of about 
150 kilometres), and all 
our worldly belongings for 
the month—some clothes, 
shoes, a camera, and a 
few other essentials—are 
stowed above our heads 
in our 60-litre hiking 
backpacks.
If this foreign bus ride 
inspires wanderlust, read 
on.
Four countries in four 
weeks for $3,000
Often overlooked in favour 
of its larger neighbour to 
the south, Central America 
offers lush jungles, volcano-
dotted landscapes, idyllic 
sandy beaches, colonial 
Spanish towns, and Mayan 
ruins. The best part? 
Travelers can easily explore 
this culture-rich land on a 
shoestring. 
At the end of 
September, I quit my 
job editing a small-town 
newspaper and a week 
later, Marie and I were on a 
plane bound for Guatemala 
City. We both needed 
an adventure, and our 
money-consciousness and 
mutual thirst for excitement 
made us perfect travel 
companions—and made 
Central America the perfect 
destination.
Before leaving, we 
roughly mapped out 
the month-long journey 
that would take us to 
Guatemala, El Salvador, 
Honduras, and Belize, 
based on Internet advice 
and travel guides, then 
waved goodbye to our 
nervous families. (Travel 
tip: Don’t leave home 
without a guide that is up-
to-date. We relied on our 
Rough Guide to find places 
to eat and places to sleep 
throughout our trip.)
I’m probably a little 
strange, but I find the initial 
jolt of culture shock when 
arriving in an unfamiliar 
place quite thrilling. 
This time, a throng of 
Guatemalans waving taxi 
service placards and yelling 
in Spanish greeted us as we 
exited the airport. 
We had heard that if 
you ride the chicken buses 
in Guatemala City you 
will get robbed and you 
might get shot, so we were 
grateful for a local friend 
who whisked us away 
from the airport, fed us 
black beans, cheese, and 
tostadas with avocado, and 
let us sleep in comfortable 
beds for two nights before 
dropping us off in the city 
of Antigua.
This quaint, colourfully 
colonial little town gave 
us our introduction to 
hostelling in Central 
America. Our hostel was 
clean and comfortable. 
By paying a few dollars 
extra ($13 each), we had a 
private room that included 
breakfast and a warm 
shower. 
We stayed in hostels 
and bed and breakfasts 
throughout the trip, relying 
on our guidebook for 
recommendations, and 
never paid more than $20 
a night each (at a nice bed 
and breakfast that served 
us complimentary hot 
chocolate whenever we 
wanted). The lowest we 
paid was $7 for a dorm bed 
at the Iguana Azul, the best 
hostel in Honduras.
Besides the savings, 
hostels are a great way to 
meet other backpackers. 
This paid off in El Salvador 
when we met an American 
guy who helped us 
navigate the local bus 
system and explore a 
capital city that may have 
been too dangerous for two 
women travelling alone. 
And, if we had not 
ventured out into the 
city, we would not have 
stumbled across the best 
meal deal of the trip—$2 for 
two delicious, hot pupusas 
and a pop. (Pupusas—
the national food of El 
Salvador—are like corn 
tortillas with different kinds 
of filling). 
Food prices varied 
from place to place. Street 
food vendors are the 
cheapest way to go, but 
as our tummies became 
increasingly unsettled, 
we opted for more costly 
restaurant fare. One 
restaurant in Copan served 
a three-course backpacker’s 
special that we were pretty 
excited about. 
I don’t drink, but 
alcohol is cheap in Central 
America. Usually, a Coke or 
Fanta is the same price as 
the local beer.
Getting from city to 
city was the most stressful 
and most expensive part of 
our adventure. Sometimes 
buses were direct; other 
times we had to transfer a 
few times along the way, 
(which is not the same as a 
BC transit transfer from bus 
to SkyTrain). Sometimes 
we paid $46 for a four-hour 
bus ride; other times a ride 
of the same duration cost 
$5.50. We took chicken 
buses, coach buses, tuk-
tuks, ferries, and water 
taxis. And, after travelling 
just over 2,200 kilometres 
around Central America, 
we made it home safely 
(though we were worried 
when one bus broke down 
in Honduras and they told 
the men to get out and 
push.)
Over four weeks, we 
lazed on deserted tropical 
beaches in Placencia, 
Belize, hiked to the top of 
the tallest Mayan temple 
in Tikal, Guatemala, 
kayaked in a lagoon in 
the company of howler 
monkeys in La Ceiba, 
Honduras, and explored a 
volcanic botanical garden 
in El Salvador. Despite our 
busy days and nights, the 
bill for our month-long trip 
came to just under $3,000, 
including the round-trip 
flight we got for a steal at 
$460 from YVR.
Adventure vs. Vacation
In the spirit of full 
disclosure, I might as well 
tell you that travelling on 
a budget is not always 
comfortable. At our guest 
house in Belize City, we 
watched in horror as a fat 
rat scuttled down the wall. 
At our discount jungle 
bungalow in La Ceiba, 
Honduras, we battled 
beetles that dropped 
onto our heads at night. 
And, at more than one of 
our hostels, we endured 
overwhelming heat and 
humidity rather than pay 
extra for air conditioning. 
There is definitely 
a difference between a 
relaxing vacation and an 
adventure, and travelling 
on a budget will give you 
the latter. Despite the 
occasional discomforts 
(which become stories to 
tell when you’re home), 
adventuring lets you 
interact and experience the 
culture in ways that all-
expenses-paid vacationers 
never get. And this is why 
I believe budget travel is 
not just for students and 
struggling journalists.
Big adventure on a small budget
Central America offers lush jungles, volcano-dotted landscapes, 
idyllic sandy beaches, colonial Spanish towns, and Mayan ruins. 
The best part? Travelers can easily explore this culture-rich land 
on a shoestring. 
A partly buried Mayan temple at Tikal, Guatemala | Photo courtesy of Marie Claire Gabriel
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By Laurel Borrowman, 
Life & Style Editor
If you’ve come here looking for a recipe 
that’s going to flush five 
pounds of fat from your 
belly between the time you 
start reading this to the 
time you finish, you’re in 
the wrong place. It’s the 
time of the year when we’re 
bombarded with messages 
to shape up, be better, live 
healthier, and so on, but 
I’m not here to beat you 
with those messages. 
I understand why peo-
ple make resolutions for the 
new year, but I don’t really 
believe in them, simply 
because if there’s something 
you want to change, change 
it. No matter what time of 
year. Especially when it 
comes to food. So, because 
you’re probably making an 
effort now to cut out all fat, 
carbs, dairy, and everything 
else that isn’t spinach, 
blueberries, and water, I’d 
like to offer a recipe for 
the in-between. Something 
that’s healthy, but tasty, 
and not far from the norm 
for many normal people.
Plain old Caesar salad; 
a favourite, typically even 
for those folks who hate 
salad. There’s something 
about that creamy garlicky 
flavour that appeals to even 
the biggest lettuce hater. 
And while many people 
don’t know traditional 
Caesar salad dressing 
contains anchovies, that 
extra briny flavour would 
sure be missed if you 
nixed those little fish. 
If you recall the great 
Earl’s scandal from a few 
years back, revealing the 
ever-popular Earl’s Warm 
Grilled Chicken Caesar 
contained over 1000 calories 
(1120, by my most recent 
inspection), you know 
that a typical salad may 
not be the health kick you 
are looking for. Fear not, 
because there’s a solution. 
The following recipe 
comes from Veganomicon 
by Isa Chandra Moskowitz 
and Terry Hope Romero, 
an entirely vegan cookbook 
packed with recipes for 
people who want hearty, 
filling, delicious food—ani-
mal free—without skimping 
on taste and substance. 
This recipe is one of my 
favourites. It tastes better 
than any other Caesar salad 
I’ve ever had. It’s even 
more garlicky, and, yes, 
there’s no gross anchovies 
in it. The capers replace 
the fish, silken tofu and oil 
create the creamy base, and 
the almonds are a lot like 
the parmesan or pecorino 
cheese usually used with 
your classic Caesar. 
So, while this isn’t 
necessarily the lowest 
calorie alternative to your 
extreme resolution food 
for this week, I guarantee 
it’s indeed healthy in 
moderation (as are many 
foods), and something 
you’ll want to stick with 
once January feels as long 
gone as 2012. Enjoy!
Dressing
1/3 cup slivered or sliced 
blanched almonds
3-4 cloves garlic, 
peeled and crushed
3/4¾ pound silken tofu
1/4¼ cup olive oil
3 tablespoons fresh 
lemon juice
1 heaping tablespoon capers
4 teaspoons caper brine 
1 teaspoon sugar
1/2 teaspoon mus-
tard powder
salt (to taste)
Salad
1 large head romaine 
lettuce, chopped 
Freshly cracked 
black pepper
Handful or two of spin-
ach and arugula, torn 
into bite-sized pieces
To prep the dressing: 
Pulse the sliced almonds in 
a food processor or blender 
until crumbly. Empty into 
an airtight container big 
enough to store the rest of 
the finished dressing. Blend 
garlic, tofu, and oil until 
creamy. Add lemon juice, 
capers, caper brine, sugar, 
and mustard powder, and 
pulse until blended. Adjust 
lemon juice and salt to taste. 
Pour into container with the 
ground almonds. Cover and 
chill for at least 30 minutes. 
Place greens in a large 
bowl and ladle chilled 
dressing over, tossing until 
greens are covered. Top 
with croutons, nuts, or 
other garnish if desired. 
Crunch. Munch. Feel 
good about it. Enjoy.
A stick-with-it salad recipe
Caesar salad
Photo courtesy of Adactio|/Flickr (Creative Commons)
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Back to school edition!
By App Man, 
Mobile App Aficionado
Welcome, welcome, welcome. 
App Man is here to 
recommend YOU the best apps 
of the week. Each week, App 
Man will have an unexpected 
theme for you to discover 
and enjoy. And don’t forget! 
If you’ve got any cool apps 
to share, email App Man at 
appman@gmail.com. 
Christmas is over, which means: no more breaks, 
drunk parties, or unwanted 
gifts. Most important 
though is the return to 
school. While most agree 
that time outside of the 
classroom is infinitely 
better than the time spent 
in one, there is an upside; 
at least you won’t be stuck 
at home with nothing to do 
anymore. For those who are 
already suffocating under 
their course work, App Man 
here has the cure to your 
boredom. Check out these 
apps as you slave your way 
towards summer. 
1. Contre Jour – $1.96 for 
iOS/Android
Artistic as it is fun, 
Contre Jour is a beautiful 
interactive piece. Your 
objective is to move 
mysterious black creatures 
to safety by using your 
fingers to morph landscapes 
and solve puzzles. Aside 
from its memorable art 
style, you will find a 
soothing soundtrack from 
composer David Ari Leon. 
Contre Jour is a unique 
experience that will leave 
you wanting more.
2. Pocket – Free for iOS/
Android
Like its name, Pocket is 
exactly what its purpose 
is for. You can save your 
favourite websites and read 
them anywhere—phone, 
tablet, and computer. Using 
one account (which you 
create upon start), you 
can save your websites 
in chronological orders. 
Not only is it useful when 
you’re on a long road trip, 
but you can save your 
favourite stories on the 
go. Pocket is extremely 
simple and convenient to 
use. The best thing about 
Pocket? No ads! Now you 
can continue reading your 
erotic fantasies without any 
internet interruption.
3. Appy Gamer – Free for 
iOS
With customizable settings 
and a sleek design, Appy 
Gamer delivers all the 
gaming news you will ever 
need. You can choose what 
news sources you like to 
read, giving you the ability 
to create your own news 
channel. Stay alert at all 
times on the latest news 
with its notification status 
bar. App Man found Appy 
Gamer to be easy to use, 
highly convenient, and an 
eye candy to look at.
4. Fancy – Free for iOS/
Android
Discover, collect, and buy 
from a crowd-curated 
catalogue of unique 
and fantastic goods. 
You can discover many 
unique products such as 
wireless headphones for 
cheap, vintage cameras, 
and handmade fashion 
products. Fancy keeps it 
simple too. Log in with 
your Facebook or Twitter 
account and add your credit 
card info. In a couple of 
seconds, you are ready to 
shop in a market full of 
unique goods.
5. textPlus Free Text + Calls 
– Free for iOS/Android
Running high on your cell 
phone bills? Need to save 
some money? textPlus is 
here to help you. Requiring 
only a Wi-Fi or data 
connection, textPlus gives 
you unlimited texts, group 
texts, calls to app-to-app, 
and has no hidden fees. 
You can also use this app to 
make calls worldwide. As 
long as you have a phone 
that is capable of running 
apps, textPlus can run on 
your phone. App Man 
highly recommends this 
app for those searching to 
save some money on their 
next cell phone bill.
Disclaimer: App Man is not 
responsible for failed classes, your 
exes, gaming addiction, or thumb 
muscle problems. With great 
apps, comes great responsibility.
Contre Jour
Pocket
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Should Wikipedia bite 
the corporate bullet 
and stop asking for 
individual donations?
By Keating Smith, 
Staff Writer
Without a doubt, every student refers to 
Wikipedia to see what it 
has to offer for information 
on any subject they are 
studying. Although we do 
not dare cite Wikipedia as 
a source in our work, we 
tend to easily fall on the 
world’s fifth most popular 
website to gain some clarity. 
After all, Wikipedia is 
generally the first website 
that pops up in the list 
below the search bar, and 
its chronological layout of 
subject matter is easy to 
read and follow. Early last 
month, a dreadful-looking, 
brightly-coloured banner 
briefly appeared at the top 
of Wikipedia’s website 
filled with black and bold 
text asking you, the reader, 
to donate to the non-profit 
website. Although the 
website has asked for 
donations on an annual 
basis throughout the years, 
one has to ask whether 
Wikipedia should conform 
to the standards of many 
other large websites and use 
advertising on their web-
page. This question is posed 
at a time when the number 
of advertisements displayed 
on several other large 
websites is becoming more 
and more overwhelming. 
One could argue that 
advertising would simply 
take away from the aes-
thetics and the objectives 
of Wikipedia. Next to your 
search results for say, Karl 
Marx or Capitalism, you 
may find a heart-warming 
ad for Kraft peanut butter 
or some awe-inspiring ad 
from a prestigious univer-
sity offering a convenient 
way for you to obtain your 
graduate degree. Should 
we view these ads as 
annoying inconveniences, 
much like we do ads on 
other websites like YouTube 
or Facebook? Or is there a 
much bigger question as to 
why corporate advertising, 
government funding, and 
Wikipedia mix about as 
well as water and oil?
Wikipedia conducted 
24-hour blackouts on their 
website in both the United 
States and Russia last year 
in protest against online 
censorship and piracy bills 
both governments had 
effectively put in place 
or were in the midst of 
attempting to put in place. 
Hundreds of millions of 
people worldwide reacted 
accordingly to the black-
out, making it clear that 
government funding and 
Wikipedia does not work.
Large websites operate 
like any other corporation, 
and creating a growing 
profit is the bottom line of 
their business mandate. 
This is not the case with 
Wikipedia; from the very 
start, founder Jimmy Wales 
and his associates have 
made it clear that they 
wanted to create the largest 
encyclopedia in history, 
which they have done. 
Whether you feel that 
Wikipedia should not get 
a dime from you and that 
someone else can afford 
to foot their operation bill, 
or you feel obligated to 
contribute but you cannot 
as you are a broke student, 
understand that the web-
site isn’t asking for your 
firstborn child as a form of 
payment. A simple five-dol-
lar donation from just a 
fraction of Wikipedia’s 
users would be enough for 
them to pay their bills and 
continue being the great 
Internet resource that it is.
Wiki wherewithal woes
One could argue that advertising would simply take away from 
the aesthetics and the objectives of Wikipedia. Next to your 
search results for say, Karl Marx or Capitalism, you may find a 
heart-warming ad for Kraft peanut butter or some awe-inspiring 
ad from a prestigious university offering a convenient way for 
you to obtain your graduate degree.
Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
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The battle of strong 
versus svelte
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
January is upon us, as are layers of fat cleverly 
disguised under layers of 
sweaters. Of course the 
excessive eating in which 
many of us have indulged 
is not ideal, but neither 
is the yo-yo dieting and 
resolution to lose 30 pounds 
that inevitably followed. 
I’d like to make the un-
revolutionary argument 
that rather than focussing 
on avoiding fat and aiming 
for skinny, the better goal is 
that of strength.
Becoming strong 
involves actions that are 
very different from dieting. 
The main change being 
that the focus of working 
out is not about burning 
x number of calories, but 
on building and toning 
muscle. In addition to 
which, concentrating on 
health forces you to vary 
up the kinds of workouts 
you do. Rather than strictly 
focussing on sweating 
as much as possible, you 
also direct your attention 
towards tone and flexibility, 
which is healthier in the 
long run.
Don’t beat yourself up 
over what you eat! When 
you focus on strength and 
health, you can actually 
have some cookies, cakes, 
and pies without the guilt. 
Because you aren’t counting 
calories, you don’t have to 
suffer the defeatist attitude 
of “Well, I’ve already 
screwed up, so I might as 
well eat the whole damn 
cake.”
Focusing on the scale—
although a hallmark of 
dieting—can be destructive. 
While it might help you 
to stay on track, it can be 
frustrating if the numbers 
don’t change for a number 
of weeks. Scales don’t 
take into account body 
fat lost, muscle gained, 
inches shaved off, or the 
development of better 
health (or at least, my old-
fashioned scale doesn’t). 
Instead of focussing on how 
much weight you have to 
lose, and how much you 
aren’t losing, it’s much 
more effective and healthy 
to focus on the strength 
you’re building. Speaking 
of which, strong doesn’t 
discriminate. Everyone has 
different body types—some 
super skinny, some super 
round, some somewhere in-
between. Strong applies to 
everyone, regardless.
Focussing on strength 
rather than svelteness is a 
much healthier mentality 
in the long run. A diet is 
generally thought of as a 
strategy for losing weight: 
in my experience, it’s 
pretty rare for anyone to 
plan to be on a diet forever 
as a lifestyle (and thank 
goodness for that—can 
you imagine having a 
friend who was constantly 
on a diet or, even worse, 
a cleanse?). As far as I’m 
concerned, that’s partly 
because dieting as a lifestyle 
is so unrealistic, and partly 
because the goal is short-
term. Once you reach your 
goal weight, you’re done. 
Focussing on strength is, 
first of all, much healthier, 
and second, much more 
realistic. No one says you 
have to aim to look like 
a body builder (and if 
you’re worried about that 
happening, you probably 
need a reality check). 
Resolving to go on a diet 
sets you up to make that 
resolution every year. 
Resolving to change your 
lifestyle and be healthier 
sets you up to change your 
life for the better and for 
good.
How to survive the cold 
and flu season without 
bringing everyone 
down with you
By Sophie Isbister, 
Staff Writer
There are a lot of things to worry about at the 
beginning of any new 
semester, but winter poses 
particular challenges for 
students. Challenges that, 
according to my cursory 
field research, the average 
Douglas College student is 
grossly incapable of facing 
head-on. Challenges like the 
flu and its less viral cousin, 
the common cold, both of 
which are making their evil, 
contagious way across the 
Canadian wilderness. Full-
blown cold and flu season: 
coming soon to a classroom 
or bus near you! 
 Why do I claim that 
students can’t cope? 
Because I see the same 
gross things every day. 
People on the bus and 
SkyTrain sneeze right into 
my face. People at school 
cough all over the public 
computers, their germy 
mouth-spray infecting 
keyboards that countless 
other students have to use. 
Students walking the halls 
like zombies or plague 
victims, their glazed eyes 
darting back and forth, 
their feverish skin glowing 
like a beacon that screams 
“Infected! Infected!”
The CBC reported 
last Thursday that a new 
strain of flu, which broke 
out over the holidays, is 
seeing increased cases 
in metropolitan areas of 
Canada. Health Canada 
says there are 15 times the 
number of cases from last 
year. Virus rates are up, but 
the CBC says the peak is yet 
to come. They report that 
in two to three weeks, even 
more people across Canada 
will be hit by this particular 
flu.
Like most strains of 
influenza, the one hitting 
Canada right now (the 
elegantly named H3N2 
subtype) affects the most 
vulnerable members of our 
population: the elderly and 
infants under one year of 
age. But that doesn’t mean 
students can’t or shouldn’t 
do their part. The use of 
vaccines in controlling 
virus outbreaks, while 
controversial among some 
people, is well-documented 
and endorsed by public 
health officials. It’s not too 
late to get your vaccine if 
you haven’t already got the 
flu!
While it might be 
tempting to play through 
the pain and take your 
cold or flu to school for 
show-and-tell, we would 
all prefer that you didn’t, 
thanks. Even instructors at 
the college would rather 
you stay at home; I have yet 
to see one course outline 
that doesn’t excuse absences 
for a medical reason. So, 
fellow students, between 
now and that dreaded peak 
flu time, let’s all make a 
greater effort to follow 
some basic winter disease 
etiquette. 
For starters, just stay 
home! I know not everyone 
can afford to take time off 
work, but if you can, for the 
sake of my health, please 
do. Secondly, if you must 
venture into the world, 
know where to cough 
and sneeze: no coughing 
on other people, books, 
desks, SkyTrain poles, or 
your hand. The best place 
to cough is in the crook 
of your arm. The best 
way to wash your hands 
is with soap and warm 
water, and for at least 15 
seconds according to Health 
Canada. The best place to 
put a soiled Kleenex is in 
the garbage, immediately. 
And the best place to 
put yourself when you 
come down with the cold or 
flu? At home, in bed, with 
a healthy dose of chicken 
soup and Netflix.
Skinny’s for suckers
Achoo! Keep your germs to yourself
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Achievable goals 
for the New Year
By Elliot Chan, Contributor
Here we are again—another year—and yes, 
I know what your plans 
are. I know you want to get 
back in shape, get out of 
debt, become involved in 
a steady relationship, and 
move forward in the world. 
Hey, maybe 2013 is your 
lucky year, but let’s be hon-
est: 365 days might not be 
enough time to accomplish 
all of that. So let’s take a 
moment and have a look at 
some fulfilling and achiev-
able goals. It might not be 
the overall objective, but it 
will be better than nothing. 
Use technology as 
a bridge for human 
connection, not as the 
means. You’re a busy 
person and it’s obvious 
you love the new phone 
you got on Boxing Day. 
But don’t waste your life 
staring at the screen. Set 
a limit to how much you 
text someone throughout 
the course of the day. If 
you exceed the limit, force 
yourself to call the person 
or hell, pay them a visit. 
 Quit complaining, 
or at least complain less. 
Develop a positive attitude 
for less than positive 
situations. Don’t huff and 
puff because there is a long 
line for coffee, or whine 
about the late bus or the 
idiots taking their sweet 
time making a left turn in 
traffic. The world is not 
out to get you, though 
sometimes it might feel that 
way. Complaining does 
not help. In fact, it makes 
every bad situation worse 
because you only focus on 
the negative. It’s time to 
change your perspective.  
Try new food and 
music. Forget eating health-
ier, I have no intention of 
preaching about diets. I 
only want you to be aware 
that Vancouver has one 
of the biggest culinary 
communities in the world. 
You can walk down the 
promenade and order 
dishes from anywhere. 
It’s a shame to waste an 
appetite on McDonald’s or 
a granola bar. And don’t 
just listen to the radio 
where they force-feed you 
the mainstream rubbish. 
With websites like groove-
shark.com and songza.
com, there is no reason 
not to venture out of your 
genre and experiment. The 
discovery of good music is 
overwhelmingly satisfying. 
Keep a sketchbook or a 
journal and stay creatively 
active. We worry so much 
about our physical health 
that we forget about our 
mental health. Keep your 
thoughts in shape by 
allowing them to be active 
during periods where your 
body is waiting to transport 
your brain somewhere else. 
Relax and occasionally 
spoil yourself. The world 
won’t fall apart without 
you, despite what people 
make you believe. Take a 
siesta and wake up to work 
even harder. Instead of pro-
crastinating, actually relax.
No matter what you 
end up doing, a good 
outlook and an open mind 
will help you achieve 
those high expectations. I 
wish you the best of luck, 
and I’ll check up on you 
again this time next year.
Harper’s lack of 
response in the Idle 
No More movement
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
I’ve had my issues with Stephen Harper. Quite 
apart from the fact that 
his face appears to be 
permanently smug, I 
don’t think he’s passed 
muster as prime minister. I 
disagree with his funding 
decisions; I’m disdainful 
of his passing agreements 
and downplaying them in 
the media, presumably to 
avoid criticism (the quiet 
development of an agree-
ment with CNOOC being 
a recent example); and I 
doubt that anyone—least 
of all the Conservatives—
was happy about the 
allegations of manipulative 
and downright dirty 
strategies employed by 
the Conservative party in 
the last federal election.
I’m not just holding 
grudges, either. Harper is 
now effectively demonstrat-
ing his failure to negotiate 
with or acknowledge those 
who challenge him. Those 
who challenge him being 
members of the Idle 
No More movement.
The movement 
was started by four 
Saskatchewan women, 
frustrated by the 
Conservative’s latest and 
not-so-great omnibus, Bill 
C-45. They assert that the 
bill makes it easier to sell 
off Indian reserves, while 
Tom Flanagan, political 
scientist and supporter of 
the Conservative party, 
argues that the bill makes 
it easier for First Nations 
to lease their land.
Theresa Spence, chief 
of the Attawapiskat First 
Nation, has been on a hun-
ger strike since December 
11, vowing not to eat until 
she has secured a meeting 
with Prime Minister 
Harper. For his part, the 
right and honourable 
PM has yet to agree to a 
meeting, while Spence 
has received endorse-
ments from members of 
other political parties. 
Although protests in 
the name of Idle No More 
have been spreading, the 
support being sought from 
Harper is notably absent. 
Harper’s response has been 
nonexistent apart from 
mentioning a gathering 
between the Crown and the 
First Nations last January. 
As Jenny Uechi of the 
Vancouver Observer notes, 
there’s been plenty of time 
for his team to tweet about 
“Charlie the Chinchilla 
[getting] into the Christmas 
spirit at 24 Sussex.” I’m 
aware that it’s most likely 
some poor forlorn intern 
who’s having to tweet about 
a Christmas chinchilla, and 
I know that Harper’s not 
about to address Idle No 
More in a tweet. But utter 
silence rather than address-
ing what are some legiti-
mate concerns from a long 
marginalized community? 
For a moment, let’s 
forget about the question 
of whether or not he cares 
about the Ghandi-esque 
protests of a First Nation 
chief, or her health, or her 
reasons for protesting. His 
responsibility as prime 
minister is to listen and 
respond to the beliefs, 
concerns, and votes of the 
Canadian people. So far, I’d 
say he’s done a less than 
mediocre job of doing so.
The Conservative’s 
alleged robo-calls manip-
ulated the vote, and—if 
the allegations are true—
directly went against what 
a politician is meant to 
be. True, some politicians 
aim to remain in power 
irrespective of fact and 
fiction, yet the ideal poli-
ticians are still those who 
endeavor to represent the 
people. A party that would 
intentionally dissuade 
groups from voting because 
those people aren’t voting 
the “right” way is intent on 
not listening to the people. 
Harper burying 
potentially unpopular 
decisions shows a lack of 
commitment to serving the 
people and to honesty. He 
has been accused of burying 
the CNOOC agreement by 
announcing it on a Friday 
evening—a time notorious 
for harbouring the fugitives 
of agreements; those sickly 
bills and decisions that 
would die off if exposed 
to the harsh light of day 
and the public’s ire.
Harper’s handling 
of Idle No More seems 
very much in line with his 
ever-sullying track record. 
No person is perfect, and 
politicians are not exempt 
from that generalization. 
Is it too much to ask, 
though, that our prime 
minister strive to be good?
Realistic resolutions
The sounds of silence
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By Stephanie Raycroft 
The Argus (Lakehead 
University)
THUNDER BAY (CUP) — 
As I was going through 
the Walmart checkout line 
with a friend the other 
night, something caught 
my eye on the magazine 
rack. I guess I should 
say someone instead of 
“something,” because my 
Taylor Swift “spidey-sense” 
was tingling. Sure enough, 
I found her on the cover 
of Cosmopolitan. I think 
what I immediately felt 
was shock, which then dis-
sipated into a bittersweet, 
love-hate sort of emotion.
I was unsure of how to 
feel about T-Swift gracing 
the cover of Cosmo. On one 
hand, it speaks to the fact 
that she is growing up, no 
longer the wistful teenager 
writing lovesick melodies 
from her bedroom. On the 
other, I feel like it almost 
doesn’t fit. I see her as being 
more than what Cosmo 
sells, which is, to be frank, 
sex. Needless to say, this 
really got me thinking.
What does it mean to be 
a Cosmo cover girl? As far as 
I can tell – having spent last 
pub night scouring ancient 
covers of Cosmo-past – it 
used to mean being part 
of the sexual revolution. 
The magazine was liber-
ating, with cover-content 
including discussions of 
birth control, and ways that 
women can become happier 
and more independent. 
Old covers were very “I am 
woman, hear me roar!”
Nowadays, when some-
one thinks of Cosmo, they 
think of sex. To be fair, the 
content of the magazine’s 
past is still existent, but it 
might not make the cover; 
if it does, the small font size 
is enough to show where 
priorities lie. Yet, what is 
slightly unnerving is that 
Cosmo’s cover girls are 
actually getting younger.
Dakota Fanning was 
17 when she completed 
her cover shoot, but had 
turned 18 as the February, 
2012 issue went to press. 
Stars like Demi Lovato and 
Selena Gomez were only 
18 when their respective 
issues were released this 
year. This is especially 
surprising considering 
that the youngest cover 
girl of 2011 was Hayley 
Williams of Paramore at 22.
The stats don’t lie. The 
average age of the Cosmo 
cover girl in 2010 was 28.4; 
in 2011, it was 26.75; in 
2012, it has impressively 
dropped, at 23.8 thus far. 
Mind you, the youngest 
cover girl in the publica-
tion’s history is still Brooke 
Shields, whom graced the 
front page at the tender age 
of 15. This seems to be one 
of those strange ‘80s anom-
alies, like shoulder pads 
or frosted pink lipstick.
I guess what I’m trying 
to say is that the overly 
sexualized reputation that 
Cosmo has self-marketed 
over the years makes their 
past choices in cover girls 
somewhat inappropriate…
to the naked eye. That said, 
on the covers featuring 
younger starlets like 
Selena and Demi, 
you’ll find the 
word “sex” 
(deliciously 
creative 
variations 
and all) 
is actually 
featured less. The 
cover content of 
these specific issues 
is tailored to the age and 
maturity of the young 
women featured in them.
Obviously, marketing 
plays a huge role in cover 
content and the choice in 
cover stars. Over the years, 
our more sexually-aware 
youth might have been 
responsible for Cosmo’s 
readership becoming 
younger. Younger cover 
girls would be a way to 
tap into this new market, 
and Cosmo would have 
been absolutely bonkers 
not to go in this direction. 
My problem with it lies in 
the idea that these young 
women endeavour to 
rid themselves of their 
childish image; it’s a way 
for them to say, “I’m not 
a little girl anymore.”
“I am now a sexual 
being,” is more accurate 
here, but I digress.
My initial 
displeasure was 
with the idea 
that a strong, 
confident, 
smart 
young woman like Taylor 
Swift would depreciate 
her value by making 
such a proclamation. And 
then it hit me, the most 
obvious and plausible 
conclusion that, as usual, 
had managed to evade 
my train of thought: she 
wasn’t. In fact, one might 
even argue that she actu-
ally embodies all of the 
feminist values that older 
issues of Cosmo promote.
In her few years of 
life, T-Swift’s been 
through it all. 
She’s had 
her heart 
broken, 
she’s 
broken some hearts, she’s 
experienced love and loss, 
emotional ups and downs, 
and she’s managed to be 
approximately six billion 
times more successful than I 
could imagine being, in my 
wildest dreams. Through 
it all, she’s maintained 
the same inspiring, 
positive personality, and 
remained a kid at heart.
While I was undecided 
upon first encounter, I think 
I’ve made up my mind. To 
me, a Cosmo girl is strong, 
independent, liberated, 
and never apologizes. And 
that’s who Taylor Swift is. 
She’s someone that I aspire 
to be, and having her as a 
cover girl is something I can 
stand behind because she 
sets a good example for all 
of us. Keep it up Cosmo… 
as long as the cover girls 
don’t get any younger.
Does ‘Cosmo Girl’ mean something else now?
 The average age of the Cosmo cover girl in 2010 was 28.4; in 
2011, it was 26.75; in 2012, it has impressively dropped, at 
23.8 thus far.
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NHL players and owners 
find common ground
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
So here we are in January, the end of the NHL lock-
out. Hands up, everyone 
who thought it would get 
this far. For whatever it’s 
worth, you pessimists were 
right. Whoop de-freak-
ing-doo. Give yourself a 
pat on the back and then 
go back to telling everyone 
how you knew Alexandre 
Daigle was going to fail.
Yes, believe it or not, our 
multi-millionaire owners 
and players have finally 
(tentatively agreed as of 
this writing) settled on a 
new collective bargaining 
agreement. Gary Bettman 
set January 11th as dooms-
day a short while ago, and 
his warning seems to have 
worked. It seems that the 
moneybags are no longer 
digging in their heels and 
holding their ground like 
Spartans at Thermopylae. 
Or a child who doesn’t want 
to leave the playground. 
So what does this new 
deal entail? For starters, it’ll 
be a 48-50 game schedule 
this season with a cap of 
$70 million. The cap will 
drop next year to $64.3 
million ($44 million being 
the bottom), but teams will 
be allowed to buy out two 
contracts without penalty to 
help manage their cap situ-
ations. Contracts will now 
be limited to seven years 
maximum—unless the 
player is resigning with his 
current team, in which case 
he may sign for eight. There 
is now a 50/50 revenue split 
($300 million to be paid to 
the union to ease the transi-
tion). The new draft lottery 
system allows 14 teams to 
have a shot at the top pick. 
Players will supposedly be 
allowed to compete in the 
Olympics. There’s some-
thing new about pensions 
as well, but details are 
scarce; in any case, the play-
ers like it. And last, but not 
least, the new CBA is for 10 
years, granted it has opt-out 
opportunities after eight.
The most humourous 
part of lockouts for me is 
when pensions become 
such a major issue. Yes, I 
understand pensions are 
wonderful and everyone 
wants to have one, and I 
fully comprehend the desire 
to have guaranteed money 
to keep you going in old 
age. However, most people 
don’t, and never will, have 
pensions. Furthermore, the 
average citizen isn’t rolling 
in millions of dollars. The 
fact that these players 
feel entitled to additional 
support after they’ve blown 
through their substantial 
earnings is preposterous. 
Don’t bother quoting the 
time-wearied argument 
of “oh, it’s a dangerous 
game and we’re putting 
our bodies out on the line” 
either. Players choose to 
play this game, and they 
get compensated gener-
ously for it. This isn’t the 
1960’s, there’s more than 
enough money to have an 
extremely comfortable life.
In the end though, 
call me exceptionally 
un-Canadian, but I don’t 
really care about the NHL 
being back. I’m sick and 
tired of watching the rich 
squabble over disgustingly 
large amounts of money. 
The NHL be damned. I can 
get my hockey fix from 
other sources if need be. 
The World Juniors was a 
delightful breath of fresh 
air, and junior hockey in 
general is a fine alternative. 
Take in a Giants game 
sometime. Or for that 
matter, go check out the 
Abbotsford Heat of the 
AHL. I’m not sure I’m in 
any particular hurry to get 
back to following even our 
beloved Canucks. As a fan 
with any sort of self-re-
spect, you have to be a bit 
offended by the total lack 
of regard shown to you. I’ll 
happily continue my NHL-
less life for a time (though 
my job position may dictate 
otherwise…), and I hope I 
won’t be the only one. Show 
some backbone, people.
The future of goaltending 
for Team Canada 
By Elliot Chan, Contributor 
Imagine a golfer trying to sink a par three putt on a 
football field with a game 
in progress. In a sense, that 
is what goalies are—indi-
viduals playing their own 
sport in a larger game with 
all the pressure that nobody 
notices until they make or 
break. It is a unique position 
that requires mental and 
physical stability and that 
is what makes it difficult 
to pinpoint a consistent 
future for these athletes.
Malcolm Subban was 
the first goalie to be touted 
as the bona fide number 
one starter for Team 
Canada in the World Junior 
Championship since Carey 
Price in 2007. Needless to 
say, quality goaltenders 
don’t emerge often. Even 
when one does well in the 
World Juniors it doesn’t 
necessarily mean success 
in the NHL. For example, 
in 2006 Justin Pogge won 
the MVP and helped Team 
Canada capture their 
twelfth gold medal in the 
tournament, only to end 
up being shipped around 
from Toronto to Phoenix 
in his professional career 
without ever achieving the 
same level of accomplish-
ment. Few goaltenders 
are able to savor a lengthy 
career, but those who 
do become legends.
As Martin Brodeur’s 
career wanes, all eyes are 
seeking the new fixture 
in Canada’s crease for 
the upcoming Olympics 
and World Championship 
tournaments. With the 
memories of Roberto 
Luongo’s 2010 gold medal 
performance tarnished 
by his inability to win the 
Stanley Cup, hockey fans 
can turn their attention to 
others remaining on the 
top notch. Cam Ward of 
the Carolina Hurricanes 
has a Stanley Cup ring, a 
Conn Smythe Trophy, and 
a gold medal from the 2007 
World Championships. 
Marc-André Fleury also 
has a Stanley Cup ring and 
was the third string goalie 
in the 2010 Olympics. Many 
suspect that it will be his 
turn to take the helm and 
solidify his legacy as the 
starter in Sochi 2014. Finally, 
there is heavily ridiculed 
BC boy Carey Price, famous 
for mimicking Patrick Roy 
and telling hometown fans 
to relax. His stats aren’t as 
prestigious as the others, 
but I believe that team 
Canada would benefit 
from his fiery attitude. 
Like any other profes-
sion, good consistent per-
formance is what sets those 
who are great from those 
who are merely decent. 
Goaltending is no different. 
But when it comes down to 
a one game winner-takes-
all, even the best rely on 
luck. On January 3, 2013, 
the USA defeated Canada in 
a 5-1 slaughter at the World 
Juniors. Subban was pulled 
after allowing four goals on 
16 shots during the second 
period, far from top pros-
pect caliber. For now, the 
Boston Bruins’ draft pick 
remains a prospect, but with 
mental and physical con-
ditioning, I foresee Subban 
making a big impact with 
the Canadian squad for 
many years to come. 
Other top goaltend-
ing prospects for Team 
Canada’s future include 
Braden Holtby of the 
Washington Capitals, 
Mike Smith of the Phoenix 
Coyotes, Devan Dubnyk 
of the Edmonton Oilers, 
Corey Crawford of the 
Chicago Blackhawks, 
Jonathan Bernier of the LA 
Kings, and Brian Elliott 
of the St. Louis Blues. The 
competition for Canada’s 
crease has never been so 
openly contested and it’ll be 
interesting to see who will 
step up and face the privi-
lege of ultimate pressure.  
 
Back to work?
Canadian crease 
It is a unique position that requires mental and physical stability 
and that is what makes it difficult to pinpoint a consistent 
future for these athletes.
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Rookie of the year 
discussion
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
With the NFL regular season in the books 
and the playoffs kicking 
off, it’s that time of year 
when all those who don’t 
have a team in the post-
season can start to focus 
on less important matters. 
One such matter would be 
rookie of the year. Though 
it’s been an outstanding 
season for rookies, there 
are really only three 
players who qualify for 
consideration: Andrew 
Luck, Robert Griffin III, and 
Russell Wilson.
Before starting, I feel 
that Alfred Morris and 
Doug Martin have to be 
mentioned. While they have 
no chance whatsoever to 
win the award this year, 
their rushing totals (1,613 
and 1,454 respectively) were 
good enough for top five 
in the NFL. Any other year, 
these two would all but be 
a shoo-in for, at the very 
least, first place attention. 
People continuously rag 
on Morris’ stats as being a 
by-product of playing with 
RGIII, but that argument 
rings hollow. I don’t 
care if your quarterback 
has jets strapped to his 
shoes, averaging over a 
hundred yards a game is 
an incredible feat. Warrick 
Dunn played with Michael 
Vick for several seasons 
and only ever came close to 
Morris’ numbers once (1,416 
in 2005). As for Martin, it’s 
a surprise to me that he 
gets no recognition at all. 
Morris’ name gets brought 
up as “the other guy” and 
the proverbial fourth-place 
finisher, but Martin is 
simply ignored. There’s no 
reason for this. He played 
behind a battered and 
bruised offensive line with 
a struggling QB and only 
finished with about 150 
fewer yards than Morris. If 
anything, Martin should be 
the fourth place rookie, and 
Morris should be relegated 
to the forgotten man.
Moving on to the main 
event, this is actually 
just a two-horse race. 
Luck shouldn’t be in the 
running. While his stats are 
impressive (4,374 passing 
yards and 23 touchdowns), 
and he did lead the Colts 
to an 11-5 record, his 18 
interceptions (tied for 
second most in the league) 
and 54.1 completion 
percentage (tied for 31st) just 
don’t cut it. Arguing that 
he didn’t have much of a 
receiving corps to throw to 
doesn’t help him out either; 
none of the three pivots had 
much to throw at. It could 
even be argued that Luck 
had the best receivers of 
the bunch, if only because 
he had a legitimate number 
one receiver, Reggie Wayne. 
Luck still had a great 
season for a rookie and 
will continue to shine for 
the Colts, but he won’t be 
taking home this award.
And then there were 
two. The pint-sized 
Wilson’s (listed generously 
at 5’11) performance this 
year was a major shock 
to the NFL. How on earth 
could a QB under 6’3 
possibly hope to succeed? 
While the vast majority of 
fans gaped open-mouthed 
as the Seahawks’ signal 
caller blossomed, Wisconsin 
fans were simply nodding 
their heads. Wilson should 
have been a first rounder 
last spring. He has a good 
arm, great vision, and can 
run. The only knock on 
him is the ever overrated 
quarterbacking necessity of 
being tall. Thus, when the 
Seahawks took him in the 
third round, it was actually 
viewed as a bit of a reach. 
No one’s calling it that 
anymore.
Fast forward to today 
and Wilson has just finished 
an outstanding regular 
season. His Seattle squad 
finished 11-5 and he passed 
for 3,118 yards (with a 
completion percentage of 
64.1), 26 touchdowns, and 
10 interceptions. He added 
489 yards on the ground 
with four touchdowns. 
The only trouble Wilson 
will have with grabbing 
votes is that he mostly put 
up his stats in the second 
half of the season. In the 
first half, he was a capable 
quarterback, but the 
Seahawks severely limited 
his playbook and made it 
difficult for him to excel. It 
may have been just as well 
allowing Wilson to grow 
into the position, but it 
certainly hurts his chances 
to take home the rookie 
honour.
As for RGIII, from 
the day he was drafted 
everyone expected him 
to be in the rookie of the 
year conversation. Good 
height, strong arm, solid 
accuracy, and blazing 
speed. Basically, RGIII is 
what everyone always 
hoped Vick would be. 
While leading the Redskins 
to a 10-6 record (granted 
one victory was with Kirk 
Cousins at the helm), RGIII 
threw for 3,200 yards (65.6 
completion percentage), 
20 touchdowns, and 5 
interceptions. The Baylor 
man certainly lived up to 
the hype.
So who takes home 
the prize? Griffin leads 
Wilson in passing yards, 
rushing yards, and rushing 
touchdowns, but Wilson 
had the edge in passing 
touchdowns, didn’t miss 
any games, and has fewer 
fumbles (6 to 12). For 
me, it’s a bit of a tossup 
and you have to avoid 
becoming attached to stats. 
I personally like Wilson, 
but that’s probably because 
I’ve watched more of him. 
He’s calm and collected in 
the pocket and runs circles 
around rushers. RGIII is 
electrifying and definitely 
is the main reason the 
‘Skins are competitive. 
RGIII will probably win, 
but regardless of whom 
takes home the hardware, 
these two quarterbacks 
will continue to star in the 
league for years to come.
Wilson out of Luck?
Rookie quarterbacks Russell Wilson, Andrew Luck, and Robert Griffin III | Photo courtesy of Getty Images
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Black Monday’s firings
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
The NFL had its annual Black Monday last 
week. There were more 
firings going on than a 
series compilation of The 
Apprentice. Cue the only 
Boomtown Rats song you 
know. It was an ugly one.
Seven coaches were 
handed their pink slips: 
Philadelphia’s Andy Reid, 
Chicago’s Lovie Smith, 
Arizona’s Ken Whisenhunt, 
San Diego’s Norv Turner, 
Cleveland’s Pat Shurmur, 
Kansas City’s Romeo 
Crennel, and Buffalo’s 
Chan Gailey. In addition 
to this, several GMs were 
released as well: Arizona’s 
Rod Graves, New York 
Jets’ Mike Tannenbaum, 
Cleveland’s Tom Heckert, 
San Diego’s A.J. Smith, 
Jacksonville’s Gene Smith, 
and, more recently, Kansas 
City’s Scott Pioli.
But despite it all, none 
of the moves came as any 
real shocker. Andy Reid has 
had two miserable seasons 
at the helm of the “dream 
team,” and after this year’s 
4–12 record, the writing 
was on the wall. Reid had 
been with the Eagles for 
14 seasons, including a 
Super Bowl appearance 
in 2005, but his strong 
history with the club wasn’t 
enough to save his job. His 
unemployment turns out 
to have been short-lived 
though, as the Kansas City 
Chiefs hired him on Friday. 
Good luck turning that one 
around, Andy.
Some would like to 
call Lovie Smith’s firing 
a surprise, but it really 
wasn’t. While Smith did 
manage a Super Bowl 
appearance in 2006, he’s led 
the club to only one playoff 
appearance in the last six 
years. Add to that the epic 
second half collapse this 
season (7–1 to start, 3–5 to 
finish), and it would have 
been a surprise if he had 
kept his job.
 Ken Whisenhunt is 
the last of the Super Bowl 
appearance coaches to be 
fired, as he led the Cards 
to the championship game 
in 2008. However, three 
years of playoff-less football 
ended up sinking him. This 
season’s 1–11 finish after 
a 4–0 start certainly didn’t 
help his cause.
 Norv Turner has 
consistently led the 
Chargers to decent records, 
but never really threatened 
in the post-season; one 
could dub him the master 
of high mediocrity. An AFC 
Championship game was 
the highest achievement of 
the Chargers under Turner, 
though his tenure is likely 
better remembered for two 
disappointing early playoff 
exits, followed by three 
years of early golfing to 
close out his time as head 
coach. 
As for the last three 
coaches, there’s not too 
much to say. They all 
inherited terrible football 
teams and failed to do 
much with them in their 
short times with them. 
Gailey was only on the 
payroll for three seasons, 
Shurmur for two, and 
Crennel just had one full 
year. I highly doubt even 
Bill Belichick could have 
done anything with those 
miserable squads. 
The one firing that 
should have happened but 
didn’t, would be Rex Ryan 
in New York. The team 
had a losing record (6–10) 
and was easily one of the 
least watchable teams in 
the league. The Jets don’t 
look to be going anywhere 
fast and have now missed 
the postseason two years 
in a row. However, this 
one reeks of a power 
struggle. With GM Mike 
Tannenbaum getting the 
boot, it looks like Ryan 
won this one. Jets fans, my 
condolences.
AC Milan takes a stand
By Eric Wilkins, 
Staff Writer
In a recent friendly against Italian fourth-division 
side Pro Patria, AC Milan’s 
Kevin-Prince Boateng 
left the pitch after being 
subject (along with several 
other black players on 
the team) to racial abuse. 
His entire team followed 
him in his protest, and the 
match was abandoned.
It was refreshing to see 
a player take such a stand 
against racism, and there 
has been no shortage of 
public support and praise 
for Boateng. However, peo-
ple seem to be losing sight 
of the fact that it wasn’t 
so much his action, as it 
was the team’s that made 
this event so powerful. If 
Boateng just walked off the 
field by himself, nothing 
would have happened. 
They would have simply 
subbed him and went 
on playing the game. No 
harm, no foul, and probably 
not even a mention in the 
news that night; after all, it 
was a friendly against an 
unknown side. If he didn’t 
have the support of his 
teammates, Boateng might 
even have returned to the 
pitch. Messina defender 
Marco Zoro once stopped 
play by handling the ball 
in a game in which he was 
being abused, and informed 
the referee that he was fin-
ished playing. However, he 
had no support in his out-
rage, and was actually con-
vinced to continue playing. 
Similarly, in a 2006 match 
against Real Zaragoza, 
Barcelona striker Samuel 
Eto’o tried to leave the 
pitch, but was eventually 
persuaded to keep playing. 
It can be argued for the 
last two cases noted that 
having the player leave 
the game is just giving the 
racists what they want, but 
if the whole team leaves, 
that’s definitely not true. 
Racists or not, everyone in 
the stands is there to watch 
soccer. Soccer with one team 
on the pitch is pointless. 
Abandoning the match both 
scores a moral victory, and 
forces UEFA to do some-
thing, or show that they’re 
all talk. UEFA has said for 
years that they’re against 
racism and that there are 
procedures in place so 
that events such as AC 
Milan’s never take place, 
but I’ve never seen or heard 
of any significant action 
taken. For example, when 
some English U-21 players 
were abused in Serbia, the 
Serbian FA was slapped 
with a mere £65,000 fine. 
When Mario Balotelli faced 
racism in a game against 
Porto, the end result was a 
paltry £16,000 fine. For com-
parison, Nicklas Bendtner 
received an £80,000 fine for 
displaying a pair of spon-
sored briefs during a match. 
These miniscule fines 
do nothing, and UEFA has 
to realize this, though it’s 
becoming obvious that 
they’re already aware 
and simply refuse to do 
anything. With this in mind, 
the only way racism will 
ever be eliminated from the 
game is by teams following 
AC Milan’s example. An 
active, and very public, 
approach is necessary. 
UEFA has to be embar-
rassed into taking action. 
Until that day comes, soccer 
will never be free of racism.
Just another reason to hate pink
Kicking out racism
You’re fired! | Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
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Dear Letter G, 
I didn’t think much of 
you the first time we met. I 
was young and ignorant and 
you were just amongst the 
other 26 letters hidden some-
where in the middle, quiet 
and passive. I apologize 
now for the way I neglected 
you. Remembering all of 
those hours wasted with 
vowels—those damn popu-
lar vowels. Hell, I still find 
myself asking sometimes, 
“Why?” Why couldn’t I see 
something so obviously 
in front of me? Can you 
blame a fool for learning? 
It was as I matured that 
my view changed about 
you. Learning cursive was 
like seeing the tomboy 
dolled up on prom night. 
Stunning. Suddenly the 
“Plain Jane ‘G’” I remem-
bered as a child was all 
grown up. Your curves, your 
points, and the way you 
swoop up at the end when 
I write you. You are like no 
other letter in the alphabet. 
Nay, there is no other 
character in all of language 
like you. You are the perfect 
symbol, the perfect image, 
and the perfect mark. There 
is something about that little 
loop on your top left, like 
an eye. I know you see me, 
winking at me. I see you too, 
but you know that already. 
I envy the Ginos, the 
Gunthers, and the Guys, 
because I too wish I had 
the privilege of scripting 
you every time I sign as 
myself. I’ll think of you in 
every cheque I write, in ever 
contract I receive, and in 
every credit card purchase 
I make. Sadly, you are a 
rarity and a treat. I find you 
in intimidating moments 
when I open sentences with 
“God,” “Gun,” or “Girl,” 
but then you sooth me 
with inspirations such as 
“Glorious,” “Great,” and 
“Glad.” Regardless of the 
meaning, every word with 
you in it is significant. 
I can’t help but pity 
other letters. The lower case 
“A” with its ambiguous 
form, the loop, the vertical 
line on the right, but what 
about the arch above? Like 
many others I neglect that 
extra modification, but 
some believe lower case 
“A” needs cosmetics. Some 
letters are just the means to 
an end. Such as the cursive 
lower case “R” and lower 
case “N,” they always look 
the same when I write too 
fast. I see nothing in them. 
There is no other letter 
with your distinct charac-
teristics, but that is not to 
say they don’t try.  There 
is the capital cursive “Q,” 
uncommon unless it is used 
as the number 2. The capital 
“Z” built with impressive 
curves, but it’s aesthetically 
a “J” that workouts. Your 
closest comparison is 
perhaps cursive capital 
“S”, but the extra flourish 
it requires takes away 
from its beauty. “G,” you 
remain my one and only. 
I know it is crazy, 
because we are so different. 
You, the seventh letter in 
the alphabet, and me, a 
human man going through 
a complicated phase, but I 
believe we can make this 
work. Consider it a game 
or consider it growth, but 
whatever it is we are doing, 
I know you are write for 
me. So take a step back 
and look at the big picture. 
If your love is a prison, 
then I hope my sentence 
begins with the letter “G.”
From the tip of my pen,
E-Unit
(Elliot Chan)
By Eric Wilkins, Staff 
Writer
Zellers to live on?
Fans of Zellers will be 
pleased to hear that 
the store will live on in 
some capacity. It was 
revealed on January 
2 that Target has been 
buying up all the old 
Zellers’ stock, and 
plans to sell it under 
their own name.
Zellers enthusiast 
Joe Smith commented, 
“I’m over the moon 
about this. I was 
worried all my 
clothes would become 
discontinued relics, 
but now I can breathe 
easy. Hunt Club and 
Sportek forever!”
The reported 
slogan for the 
Canadian chain of 
Target stores is “New 
name, same crap.”
NASCAR to make 
changes
NASCAR is set to 
introduce new rules 
and regulations later 
this month. The racing 
body is seeking to 
make its races more 
“exciting” and “fiery” 
for the fans. To this 
end, racetracks will 
now be heavily 
greased to promote 
more difficult turning 
and increase the 
likelihood of crashing. 
Contact is also set to 
become a part of the 
sport, and drivers are 
encouraged to ram 
each other at every 
opportunity.
The idea 
supposedly came from 
a NASCAR fan’s son. 
“He just asked me 
one day why the cars 
didn’t go ‘boom boom’ 
and burst into flames 
as often as he wanted. 
I thought about it for a 
moment and then sent 
in a letter right away. 
Oh, the brilliance of 
the young,” beamed 
Biggex Plosion, the 
proud father.
The drivers of 
NASCAR reportedly 
aren’t as happy about 
the changes.
Bieber and One 
Direction up for 
award
Teen pop sensations 
Justin Bieber and 
One Direction are the 
finalists for 2012’s 
Most Masculine 
Celebrity of the Year 
award.
“I’m really 
surprised and 
humbled by this,” said 
Bieber, “A lot of people 
told me that I’d never 
make it to this point, 
but I always just tell 
them never say never.”
One Direction 
simply burst into the 
chorus of their hit song 
“What Makes You 
Beautiful” when asked 
about the award, much 
to the chagrin of the 
interviewer.
The results will 
be revealed on Punk’d 
next month.
Capricorn
There seems to be a 
slight electricity problem 
with your house. It 
appears that your 
neighbor has found a 
way to steal your power. 
You might want to call a 
professional to help cut 
them off, as doing it on 
your own could lead to 
some very bad things. 
Aquarius 
An unsettling letter 
will arrive soon: your 
credit card bill for 
December. Looking 
back, I guess you really 
didn’t need two dozen 
flamethrowers after all. 
Pisces
Your computer will 
suddenly die right 
before your eyes and 
you won’t have enough 
money to buy a new 
one for a few months. 
The question is: can you 
survive without porn 
until then?
Aries
Today, your cellphone 
won’t stop ringing 
loudly and the off 
button is broken...for 
some reason. You have 
a class with a professor 
who hates cellphones 
and you didn’t get a 
locker.  Good luck.
 
Taurus
You’ll run into some 
unexpected traffic today 
when a major highway 
is blocked by a whole 
pile of dead fish. Look, I 
needed to clean out my 
fish tank and this was 
the only way I could get 
rid of them! 
Gemini
Today you and your 
partner will get into 
an argument over the 
cost of a new Kobo Arc. 
Meanwhile, you still 
haven’t bought your 
books yet and none of 
them are available in 
eBook form.
Cancer
Today you will get into 
a fight with a homeless 
man over which is 
better: toast or bread. 
You will both be kicked 
off the bus and will 
continue your argument 
all over town. 
Leo
Planning to go on 
a vacation is a very 
unwise decision in the 
middle of the semester. 
But if you insist, how 
about going to Alaska?   
Virgo
You will have a dream 
about having to drive 
a bus in the middle of 
a lake. The dream will 
end with you going to a 
library, where you will 
be greeted by talking 
ducks. This is all very 
unsettling.
Libra
The caffeine hasn’t worn 
off yet and you’re still 
buzzing around like 
a hummingbird. Who 
would have thought that 
just by taking an Advil 
with coffee that you’d 
already be busy working 
on next year’s Christmas 
cards. 
Scorpio
Today you will find 
yourself having to run to 
several stores to stock up 
on notebooks. It seems 
that the bookstore has 
run out of notebooks 
and you can’t find more 
than one anywhere else.
Sagittarius 
You need some good 
sense today because 
your friend is going 
through some tough 
times with his or her 
partner and is unable to 
think clearly. You should 
propose that you both 
hang out at a nightclub 
to help relieve the 
emotional stress.
With files from Livia 
Turnbull
A love letter to the capital cursive G
Livewires (Jan 1 – Jan 7)

